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The case for Mercedes-Benz
military vehicles is backed by noless
than 64 convincing arguments.

64 armies around the world, including
NATO, have chosen Mercedes Benz,
military vehicles to ensure fast, reliable
tactical mobility regardless of conditions
they must operate in.

In extremes of terrain, weather or
ground conditions, Mercedes-Benz allwheel
drive military vehicles are proving to be
unbeatable in accomplishing “get in and get
out” missions with men and materials.

In addition to achieving these essential
objectives, these high performance military
vehicles, designed and developed from series
production commercial models, provide
significant benefits.

In-country logistic support from
an established Mercedes-Benz parts and
service network.

Commonality of major components,
that in times of emergency could be sourced
from commercial fleets.

Uncomplicated driver and mechanic
training.

Economic through-life costs in
owning, operating and maintaining regular
production vehicles.

Overall, Mercedes-Benz offers assured
user acceptance through high performance
diesel engines, easy to handle synchromesh
gear boxes, the safety of stabilizer controlled

suspensions, high clearance allwheel drive
axles, low centre of gravity with high side-
angle stability.

Mercedes-Benz is today’s answer
10 defence needs for allterrain military
transport. Proved by 64 armies around the
world — and now selected for the Australian
and New Zealand armies after gruelling
field evaluations.

Mercedes-Benz.
Makes sense

Mercedes-Benv. Australia. Mulgrave. Victoria,
HOLT 10140

The Australian ArmyTankard
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* Weight: Approx.
500 grs (180zs)
Height: Approx.
12.7cm (57)
Capacity Approx.
570ml (1 pt)

A MAGNIFICENT TRIBUTE IN SILVER-POLISHED PEWTER TO ONE OF THE WORLID'’S FINEST ARMIES

The Australian Army Tankard is designed as a permancnt
tribute to the fighting men of Australia,

Its centrepiece, the famous “Rising Sun’ .insignia, here
sculpted for the first time as a high relief medallion - under
a special warrant from the Army - the Tankard inscribed with
the names of each theatre of war in which the Australian Army
fought.

Each of these names evokes the memory of some of the
finest feats of arms in modern history: Gallipoli - where the
names Lone Pine, Quinn's Post, The Nek and Chunuk Bair
have become synonymous with courage and mateship - and of
a Nation which here, through the deeds of its fighting men,
came magnificently of age.

France - where the names Passchendale, Poziéres, Bullecourt
and Villers-Bretonneux speak of mud, shells, gas and thousands
of neat crosses - cared for to this day by old comrades - but
mostly they speak of courage and dedication.

On to a new conflict which came to threaten the very
existence of Australia: of Tobruk and its famous *“Rats’”’; The
Kokoda Trail where the myth of Japanese invincibility was
shattered; Milne Bay, Buna and Bougainville,where the famous
fighting reputation of the Australian Army, forged at Anzac
Cove some 30 years before, was here reinforced and expanded -
to the ultimate salvation of Australia,

Again in Korea where names such as Kapyong and The Hook
enter the honour role of places where Australians have sacrificed
their lives for their country: Vietnam of still fresh memaory,

where names such such as Phuoc Tuy Province and Long Tan are
branded into the collective memory of all those who honour
valour and love freedom.

This is an enduring memorial - a magnificent inscribed
traditional Tankard which will be prized not only by those who
have served ‘with the Australian Army, but by generations to
come. A commemorative Tankard to own with pride, and to
hand on with pride.

Yach Tankard is hand-made to the exacting specifications
laid down by the Army and International Historical Foundation,
Silver polished to a high gleam, each weighs a substantial 180z
{double the weight of ordinary giftshop tankards) and with a
traditional glass bottom, if is a practical drinking Tankard
and a fine display piece,

Because of the high standard of workmanship involved with
the production of each Tankard and the significance of this
authorised edition, at just $85 cach to former and serving
members of the Australian Army {§95 to the public) demand
for this Tankard is bound to be considerablc. Pewter is the
fourth most wvaluable metal after platinum, gold and silver
and as such is increasingly sought after.

Orders will be registered 1n strict scquence of arnval at
International Historical Foundation*, 2 Collins St. Melboume
3000. As each Tankard is handmade to individual order, early
application 15 strongly recommended. Please allow 4-6
weeks for delivery,

* A division ot The Library of Imperial History Pty. Ltd.

r---—_--“—--___—____——--———-

ORDER INTERNATIONAL HISTORICAL FOUNDATION l
‘ri} I rorm 2 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000
I Telephone (03) 654 1900 |
S I THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY TANKARD
Bankcard holders may phone {03) | Send me (No) . . . Australian Army Tankard(s) at $85 cach to former and serving I
654 1900 and place their orders imm- I members of the Australian Army ($95 to the public). I
ediately without completing coupon. Mr, MES, MISS © - v o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Subscribers living outside the (03) | (Block letters pleasc) |
Melbourne arca can dial 008 33 1005 ] Address ]
from anywhere in Australia for the 5 7 T Tttt ttttterserssees s l
cost of a local phone call - the balance l .........
is charged to us. | |
0
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A look at the new tough
versatile range of light military
all wheel drives.

In cvery sensc, these vehicles
are designed to handle all
conditions for world wide
military application, _

Their teaturces are practical
and gencrous.

ffering: The choice of
cither the 3.9L1 diesel or 3.5L
petrol engincs. _

The surefootedness of the
Range Rover permanent 4WDH
SVSLCI. ]

" The all terrain capability of
long travel coil spring*®
suspension.

*6x 6 madels feature coil spring front suspension and load shanng rear leaf suspension.
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YR zamal 4 x4 Cargo
) \g}%@ vehicle.

4 x4 Radio

equipment vehicle.

The flexibility of numerous
configurations, including
pavload czclipabilitics up to 3
tonnes and a high degree of
commonality.

Thus, the economic whole
of life costs of a Land Rover
military fleet arc aided by
reduced service complexity,
lower parts inventory
requirements, and simplified
driver training.

Apart from these essential
inbuilt benefits, Land Rover also
provides other significant
advantages.

All our vehicles are based on
models commercially available

ENEW LAND ROVER

%i@/‘l} 6 x 6 Missile launcher.
and produced in Australia, and
offer the security of an efficient
nationwide network of Land
Rover dealers.

So, service and parts are
alwavs near.

Included in our military
range, is the 4 door Range
Rover, which can serve as a staft
car or when fitted with
commupication equipment, as a
radio commmand vehicle.

Allin all, the new Land
Rover military range caters
effectively to all military
requirements for light vehicles.

Jaguar Rover Australia
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EDITORIAL

e
Lieutenant Colonel I.T.G. Bonnett, psc.

In the last edition of ‘Par Oneri’ I asked for contributions
from a broader rank range of the Corps. You will see that
this has produced most satisfactory results with articles from
Cpl to Maj. The precedent has now been set and 1 sincerely
hope that the trend will continue.

1983 will be an auspicious one for our Corps containing
as it does our tenth birthday. The major celebration will be
our Banner Parade at Puckapunyal, but as usual, celebrations
will occur all over the country. How will you/did you cele-
brate the Corps’ tenth birthday? Please let me know — with
black and white photographs (prints), by mid July 83 so that
they can be published in the next PAR ONERI.

I commend to you the article on road safety — a subject
which has become of increasing importance to the RACT
since the Corps became responsible for road safety in the
Army. For those who are unaware of our (your) responsibil-
ities, | would refer you to the RACT Corps Policy Statement
No 20 of 1 Apr 82, When it comes to peace-time death and
injury we, as major road users, are in the front line.

Unfortunately, lack of space has forced the exclusion of a
?umber of articles which will be held over until the next edi-

ion.

Finally, will all those responsible for distributing this
magazine please make sure that every soldier wearing the
RACT badge and every soldier in every RACT unit (not ail
of whom wear RACT badges of course, but who are never-
theless members of our family) receive a copy. There should
be few, if any, left over. If there are copies left over they
should be returned to DTPT. If copies are short, let DTPT
know. '

I hope all veadérs have a happy and interesting 1983. Let
us hear about it.

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

P -
& b =23 M
Colonel G.J. Christopherson, jssc, psc, MCIT.

This year we are ten years old. That’s not a long history in
terms of other Corps in the Australian Army but long enough
for RACT to have established itself as a professional and
respected member of the service family. In the short time 1
have been in this appointment [ have been impressed with
the sense of purpose that is evident in all areas of the Corps.
In this year of our first decade we should look back on how
far we’ve come with some pride but we must also look to the
way ahead, How well we cope with the challenges that lie in

the future depends on the competence and enthusiasm of the
now junior members of the Corps.

As the Editor has mentioned, the major activity of the
Corps this year is the presentation of Princess Alice’s Banner
on 4th June at Puckapunyal. This is an historic event and I
hope as many of you as possible will be able to attend. We
are honoured to have His Excellency the Govenor General
represent our Colonel-in-Chief on this occasion, There will
be other activities involved with the 10th Birthday including
the dedication of the RACT Memorial at Puckapunyal on
Anzac Day and the naming of the Peter Douglas Centre. A
monthly newsletter will be produced to keep all units in-
formed of these functions.

Road safety is a matter of concern to us all and this year
the Directorate intends to put more emnphasis on this aspect.
Two young RACT soldiers have been killed in road accidents
already this year and we cannot afford the tragedy and waste
of such young lives. So please be careful.

Elsewhere in this journal is the Obituary for Colonel
S.R. Birch. Colonel Birch was an officer of the RAASC who
had a tremendous influence on many of us who passed
through the old RAASC School in the late 1950s and early
60s. Regrettably this passing severs one more link with our
past,

Enjoy 1983 and all the activities it will bring. It’s another
“K™ year so we can look forward to a busy year both in our
support and regimental roles.
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CARGO JOINS

The tough new recruits are Cargo 0913s.
Right now Ford is busy delivering the last 100
of a big 576 unit order valued at $11 million

to the Australian Army.

Outside they're all khaki warpaint with special
bodies built to Army specifications. But look
insicdle and you're in for a surprise.
Eye-catching red and biack cloth trim seats.
Soft feel steering wheels. It's the same luxury
cab asis available to you across the Cargo
range of six modeis.

If you're looking for a premium quality

medium truck, it's tme you locked at Cargo.
High productivity. Low cost of ownership.
Easy service and repair. Excellent payload
and body adaptability

Cargo - built to combat rising costs.

And that goes for your business as well as the
Army. 5o check out the range now at your
Ford Truck Specialist Dealer.

FORD CARGO

Ford Australia-We’re moving withyou.

7 to 22 tonnes GVM.

4085
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ANTARCTIC
ADVENTURE

Sergeant [ R, Power

Since 1947 the Army has provided personnel and am-
phibious craft in support of ANARE (Australian National
Antarctic Research Expedition). Each year the Antarctic
Division charters three ships to carry out scientific and re-
supply operations in the sub-Antarctic and Antarctic Con-
tinent. This is carried out during the Antarctic summer, so
that resupply of Australian bases can be completed each
year. The NANOK “S” was one of these ships, and this is
my story of our journey

o

LARC V at work,

Late afternoon on 18 December 1981 a small group of
soldiers from the ANARE Detachment, consisting of CAPT
G.PR. Friend, SGT 1.R. Power, CPL D.T. Breckenridge and
LCPL R.J. Morgan, began an adventure not normally exper-
ienced by most soldiers. Qur ties with land had been cast off
as the ice-strengthened ship NANOK *8” sailed from Hobart.

It was good to he on our way after months of training and
preparation, knowing the two LARC V (Lighter Amphibious
Resupply Cargo V) and associated stores were secured on
board. The four of us shared the same small cabin. As one
would expect, military discipline was relaxed slightly as no
RSM would be in sight for four months and beards began
to appear. I found having a beard advantageous whilst work-
ing in the Antarctic.

Quick adjustment to our new life style was necessary as
we spent considerable time travelling at sea. As most of the
ship was out of bounds to non-crew menibers, limited space
was available for the expeditioners and Army personnel, so
leisure aciivities were of a restricted nature. Venturing out-
side on deck gave some relief to our confinement but the

cold usually forced us backttiside to air-conditioned comfort.

After eleven days at sea we arrived at Casey, our first
Antarctic base. We readied the two LARC V and the ship’s
crew placed them in the water. It was good to get to work
after the monotony of the voyage. Qur job was to get ashore

6

ground,

personnel and materials to enable the base to be maintained
through the long Antarctic year. This invoived long hours
every day whilst the ship was being unloaded. The actual
logistics of the unloading and back loading were similar {o
those practised in the Army, Because of the available natural
light and limited resupply season most of our working days
were 16-18 hours long,

Conditions are not those of an Australian summer; temp-
eratures ranged from plus 20C to minus 170C during our stay
in the Antarctic, which seemed to make our working day
never ending.

Other duties were:

Towing a fifteen tonne capacity barge from ship to shore

when required.

Removal of small ice floes that would hinder unloading.

Fuel line connection and towing from ship to shore in-

stallation.

Biologist and medical diving teams used the LARC V asa

tender and diving platform.

Personnel transport.

Running out mooring lines from the ship, to shore boilards.

The most unusual aspect for all of us was that we were
working in an extremely cold part of the world. We learnt
quickly about exposure and wind effect againsi our humble
persons and the influence ice, snow and wind could have on
our craft. Strong winds would appear as if from nowhere
whipping up the sea. Spray and water would drench our
craft, making our work more difficult and unpleasant in the
cold.

At times the seawater washing across the deck would
freeze, making it hazardous to work on deck. Mooring lines
were difficult to work with and windscreen wipers would
freeze up as the spray hit them, Servicing the LARC V
required willpower at times, especiaflly when gloves had to
be removed to carry out intricate work. Lying on cold metal
trying to reach that illusive grease nipple with molybond

rrease reluctantly oozing out of the grease gun, due to the
cold, could be quite frustrating. Because we normally live in
a temperate climate we are not really prepared for the cold
but fortunately we adjusted quickly and adapted to the
climate and working conditions.

Dressed for an Antartic surmmers day. From left to right Sgt Power, Capt
Friend, Cpl Breckenridge and LCpl Morgan.

We worked at Casey, Davis and Mawson twice in the 81/82
summer season involving five unloading and backloading
operations, Whilst the NANOK “8” returned to Australia
for more stores, we spent seven weeks summering at Mawson
which was beaut — seasickness is not a problem on land.

The detachment was lucky to have the opportunity to
summer at Mawson as this is not always possible for Army
personnel. Whilst we were there it gave us a chance to exper-

Mawson station with ice plateau in the background ond Sgt Power on the
right,

ience Antarctic base life, as opposed to our logistical tasks.
Our daily routine was new and interesting, meeting expedit-
ioners and learning about their year of work, As the days
progressed we became a part of this and helped with many
and varied tasks such as building construction, scientific
research (as assistants), culling of seals for dog food and
general duties. Also, the LARCs were required for transport
to outlying islands around Mawson where seals for culling
could be found. (Mawson is the only Australian base with
Huskies). During this time the LARCs were not neglected as

e e e :
Weich Isiand five miles from Mawson, left is Sgt Power, and LCpl
Morgan is on the right. Note LARC Vs in left hand corner and icebergs in
the bhackground.

routine servicing and maintenance was carried out.

Blizzards were a new experience for me and seemed
quite exciting but my opinion soon chanpged when CAPT
Friend, LCPL Morgan and myself became marooned in a
small hut 15 kilometres from Mawson at the base of Mount
Henderson. The day began with excitement as we prepared
for an overnight stay at “Hendo™ hut. The three of us were
well prepared, or so we thought. As I stood next to “Hendo”
hut watching the helicopter fade into the distance, I admired
the awe-inspiring beauty of our surrounds. The day was
spent exploring and climbing Mount Henderson and with
weariness we retumned to “Hendo™ hut for the night, know-
ing that the helicopter would retumn to pick us up by the
following morning. During the night the wind began to in-
crease and by morning we knew there was no chance of a
pickup, as the blizzard , howling furiously, lashed at our small
shelter. The three nights and four days spent in “Hendo”
hut will never be forgotten, nor shall I play poker again.
Once the blizzard abated we walked two kilometres to an
expeditioners camp involved on a field filming activity. We
were picked up by a tracked vehicle and given a lift back to
Mawson. During our summer stay we experienced four
blizzards.

One might ask “Why volunteer for such an isolated, cold
job?” 1 found the detachment gave me the opportunity to
experience adventure and work in a very interesting area of
the world. The most siriking and beautiful thing about the
Antarctic is not the plentiful amount of icebergs nor the
breathtaking scenery of the continent, but the abounding
wildlife in uncountable numbers which yvou can observe at
close range -- sea birds, penguins, seals and whales, which
leave a lasting impression of the wild Antarctic. At times
we took biologists and others to outlying istands at Casey
and Mawson and this gave us a chance to see penguins and
seals at close range.

As with all operations this one too came to an end. We
had spent 39 days travelling at sea, 22 days working at the
three bases and seven weeks summering at Mawson. [t was
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Mount Henderson in background with Huskie the day the blizzard
abated. (The Antartic antithesis of a hot-dog!)
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Adelie penguin rookery with parent feeding chick.

with pride and satisfaction we marched off the NANOK
“8” on 19 March 1982 at Hobart, knowing we helped the
Australian  Antarctic Research programme begin another
year of research and building in the Antarctic.

Yes, the beards came off well in advance of our return
to Australia!

SGT LR. Power enlisted on 20 Sep 72 and was allocated to
RAE (Tn)., On completion of basic seaman training he was
posted to I Tml Gp for duty with the AV JOHN MONASH".
With the formation of the RACT in 1973, SGT Power was
re-allocated to that Corps and continued his service with
35 Water Transport Squadron. In 1981 he was selected for
service with the ANARE Detachment.
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Promotional Editorial

- THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY TANKARD

The Australian Army Tankard is the latest in an impressive series of historical tankards that
have captured the imagination of callectors everywhere.

The International Historical Foundation, through its parent organization The Library of

Imperial History Pty. Ltd., conceived the original idea of printing the history of famous events

onto 2 pewter tankard, and investing this with a high-relief insignia appropriate for the occasion
to be commemorated.

Thus the Battle of Britain Tankard has the impressive eagle insignia of the RAF as ifs
centregpiece, and the names of the famous aerodromes from which the ““Few’* scrambled to do
battle: the Battle of Trafalgar Tankard bas as its centrepicce a medallion taken from the original
medal which was issued to every survivor of the battle and is inscribed with the name of every
British ship that took part: the Churchill Tankard records the historical sequence of events that
lead Sir Winston to No 10 Downing Street, and bhas as its high-relief centrepiece the sculpted
head of Churchill used on the famous limited edition Churchill Crown in 1966: the RAAF
Diamond Jubilee Tankard has inscribed the names of the 36 major aircraft flown during its 60
year history and has, as its centrepiece, the historic RAAF Crest, sculpted here for the first time
as a high relief medallion.
The Austrglian Army Tankard is another in this proud line, celebrating some 82 years of
outstanding service te our Nation. Founded in 1901 during the South African war (shertly after
Federation), few fighting services have so quickly won world acclaim and renown,

This Tankard is inscribed with the 20 theatres of war in which our Army has fought — from

South Africa to Vietnam — and bears as its centrepiece the famous ‘‘Rising Sun”™ General

Service Badge. Reproduced here for the first time as a sculpted medallion in high relief, it has
been carefully prepared under the supervision and with the permission of the Army.

The Australian Army Tankard is made in Australia to the exacting standards laid down by the
International Historical Foundation and each tankard is meticulously inspected to ensure that it
conforms (o this standard.

The ancient craft of pewtersmithing has been recreated in this country to an exceptionally high
quality. This has enabled us to commission the praduction of the Australian Army Tankard in
Australia, as is most appropriate considering the service that it honours, The Tankard itself is
outstanding, however, only by holding one and examining it first-hand, does this appreciation
of guality become apparent.
Weighing 1Bozs — more than twice the weight of tankards normally available in shops — each is
an original in its own right. Classical in design, with a Georgian handle, glass bottom and silver-
polished to a high gleam, these tankards bear all the fearures long associated with the very best
of collectors' tankards,

Designed to be the perfect commemorative for the occasion they celebrate the tankards are

robust and practical — either as a display plece, or as a superb drinking vessel. Given normal use

and care they will not deteriorate in quality or value and, in vears to come, are likely to be
sought after as the definitive memento of the great events and peaple,

Each Tankard is incribed on its base with its edition number and the touchmarks that certify it

as genuine pewter, It is Nationally advertised at $95 for members of the public, however we are

making it available te all serving and former serving members of the Australian Army at the
redwced price of $85 inclusive of all charges.

On placing an order for the Auvstralian Army Tankard, your name will be listed as a registered
owner, and your arder will be processed within four to six weeks of our receiving it. Your order
will gualify you to receive other Tankards in our Historical Series (should youn so wish) al a
discounted rate, and details of this offer will be sent to you with your Australian Army Tankard
by certified mail.
You can order your Australian Army Tankard by clipping out the coupon from our
advertisement and sending it off, or by telephoning us. Our address is International Historical
Foundation, 2 Collins 5t, Mclbourne 3000, Telephone {03) 654 1900. If you live outside the
Melbourne area code of (03) you can dial D08-33-1005 from anywhere in Australia for just the
cost of your local call — the balance is charged to us.

HOT SPOT
DRY
CLEANERS

43 Moore Street,
Liverpool, 2170

Fully Experienced in Army Greens

PHONE
(02) 602 2564

FLOTATION
WATERBEDS

Complete Range Waterbeds &
Accessories

¢ 30 Day Home Trial

* Designed To Your Specifications

51 Colbee Court,
Phillip

PHONE (062) 82 3636
8A Gerwood Street,
Wagga

PHONE (069) 21 1518
20 Olympic Street,
Griffith

PHONE (069) 62 4177

ONA

NEUTRALISING

AGENT

A new and effective method
of controlling odours and
improving hygienic
standards.

KANES
CORDIALS

Suppliers of KIRKS, COCA COLA &
HANUSH'S CORDIALS to the INNISFAIL
COMMUNITY

35 PALMERSTON
HWY., INNISFAIL 4860

PHONE:

(070) 61 1637

TOILET BOWLS

URINAL FACES

WASTE DISPOSAL BINS
CLASSROOMS

SOILED LINEN OR CARPETS
AIR CONDITIONING FILTERS

Simply spray residual ONA on to the offensive odour
source or in areas where odours accumulate between
cleans. (Also available as a continuous toilst rinse.)
AVAILABLE IN EITHER LIQUID, PRESSURE PACK
OR WITH DISPENSERS.

For further particulars contact:
Burwood Business Services,

P.O. Box 12, Burwood, NSW, 2134,
TELEPHONE: 747 3290 Telex: AA27749

INVESTMENTS TO MEET EVERY NEED

From the oldest and largest unit trust company in Australia.

* PROPERTY TRUSTS
* SHARE TRUSTS

} FOR HIGH, TAX-FREE RETURNS

ALISTRALIAN

* CASH MANAGEMENT TRUST — MONEY AT CALL, WITH HIGH INTEREST  FIXEDTRIISIS

AUSTRALIAN FIXED TRUSTS

YOU'VE WORKED HARD FOR YOUR SAVINGS — NOW THEY SHOULD WORK HARDER FOR YOU.

Investments may only be made on the application form

attached to the prospectus.

To obtain more information, complete the coupon or
telephone MR. PAUL CHICK, REGIONAL MANAGER

AUSTRALIAN FIXED TRUSTS

39 Smith Street, Parramatta, NSW, 2150
(02) 633 3933 :




ANTIPODEAN
TOURS

by Major D.G. Pepperell RCT

[ had this nightmare, | was in a prison hulk surrounded by
darkness and noise and the collapsed forms of many other
unhappy prisoners, It seemed so real until | realised that 1
was awake and secure in the innards of a C130. The ‘prison-
ers’ were in fact students on the RAAF Staff College Tour
for 1982, called EX NORWARD 82.

The C130 is a reliable workhorse. but not necessarily the
best aircraft for seeing Australia. [ spent many hours on a
stretcher with my neck craned trying to see through the
distortions and cracks in the window, down te the GAFA
below, flying east of Mount Isa. Someone told me that this
acronym refers to the Great Australian Featureless Area, and
[ can understand why!

Flying over the GAFA is an exotic experience for a British
Army Officer and as we flew [ reflected on the circumstances
that had led to my being there. As the British exchange
officer working in the Directorate of Transport | had been
sponsored for the tour after several unsuccessful attempts to
secure 4 seat on one of the Army Staff College tours, Two
weeks previously we had left RAAF Fairbairn and arrived
three hours later at RAAF Edinburgh. Qur first visit had
been to the Defence Research Centre, Salisbury, near Adelaide
where | nearly burnt my inadequate brains out trying to
grasp the scientific information being pumped into me. |
grasped enough to appreciate their major contribution to
wedponry systems in Australia and the western world,

The next day we were given detailed briefs on the develop-

Fellow ‘prisoners’ passing the time.

ment of resources in South Australia, including a lively
analysis of the oil and gas discoveries in the Cooper Basin.
The way in which the firm SANTOS has grown wiih that
development made interesting listening.

On the following day we were free and the two British
exchange officers on the tour spent the day sampling the
local brew from the Barossa. We compared notes and became
less lucid as the day progressed.

The next stop was Perth where we received another full
briefing on resource development, this time, of course, as it
applied to Western Australia. We were all very impressed with
an afternoon at the home of the giant Woodside Corporation
which is developing the oil and gas deposits in the North
West Shelf. The plush offices, sophisicated audio-visual dis-
plays and glamourous staff, together with talks of oilfields
and cartels was reminiscent of an episode of ‘Dallas’. We also
had a visit to the SAS where we were treated to a demon-
stration of macho skitls. This visit also included a brief on
RAN operations at HMAS Stirling.

I particularly enjoyed the visit to Perth because I have a
number of relatives in the area, all with farms larger than
some Lnglish counties! I hadn’t met any of them before, but
[ was given a big reception and looked after very well.

When we left Perth, I was invited onto the flight deck of
our C130 and saw the West coast all the way to Learmouth.
We visited the RAAF airfield facilities there before driving
up to the Harold Holt Communication Centre at Exmouth
for a brief on the joint US/AS base,

The G.A.F.A. below

We then visited the civilian port facilities further north
at Port Hedland and had a tour of the railyard that received
the trains of 144 wagons carrying immense tonnages of iron
ore for shipping out to the smelters,

We flew on to Darwin and our visit there included tours
of the local RAN and RAAF facilities. I was particularly
intrigued with the new patrol boat base with the ability to
lift craft out of the water into protected hangars for eithes
maintenance reasons or weather protection, Apart from a
tour of RAAF Darwin, we also flew down to Tindall to look
at the RAAF amenities there. This visit included a quick tour
by bus to the local metropolis of Katherine, where so many
people were sleeping in the adjacent bush that some wag
suggested they were under chloroform trees.

We received a defence brief by the three Service chiefs,
Amy’s contribution was most interesting to me because it
was my introduction to NORFORCE . It seems to me that the
development of ‘eyes and ears’ for the northern coastline by
training Aboriginals is an innovative and practical aid to the
defence of Australia,

The two ‘Brits’ ventured out on our day off to the
Kakadu National Park where these intrepid explorers sailed
up the South Alligator River and were rewarded by sightsee-
ing of Jabiru, Water Buffalo and Salty Crocodiles. We partic-
ularly enjoyed our all Australian BBQ on the river bank,
barramundi entree, buffalo fillets for main course, washed
down with wine and completed with true billy tea (they
will never believe this in England!).

The next day we flew on to Weipa, on the Cape York
Peninsula, which is a company-appointed mining town run
by COMALCO, Two things amazed me there. The first was
the ease of operation. Large tracts of land of which the top
six or seven metres are almest pure bauxite just waiting to
be scooped up and shipped out. The other amazing thing
was the trucks used to haul the raw bauxite from the mine
face to the clearing plant — they were 150 tonnes. Each
truck additionally carries 100 tonnes of ore and as an illus-
tration of their size — each tyre is over three metres high!

The next day we tlew down to Mount [sa. We had another
interesting brief and a tour around the mine area. The huge
stockpiles of copper, lead and zinc waiting to be processed

were impressive. 1 took away some small souvenirs of over-
spill and I'm still trying to extract the silver from the lead.

We were also treated to a visit to the Civic Centre where
unfortunately it was a rest day for the current entertainment
which was ‘Mud Dollies’, and we had to accept second best
which was the town clerk briefing us on the relationship
between the town and the mining company. Mount lIsa is
rup as independently as possible from the huge mining
concern that dominates the skyline.

With a jolt the C130 landed on the runway at RAAF
Townsville and another leg was completed. This turned out
to be purely a defence visit and we had tours and briefs
from representatives of the three Services on their tasks and
resources for the defence of N.E. Australia, and included my
first briet on the ODF.

The next flight was interesting for me because we were in
sight of the Great Barrier Reef and the Whitsundays. All
very impressive even when distorted by little scratched €130
windows. Who would have thought three years ago that |
would be viewing such world-renowned scenery . I remember-
ed back to that grey Semptember day in 1979 when I first
heard of my posting.

[ had had an early start from home in Aldershot to go
across the Salisbury Plain to Headquarters United Kingdom
Land Forces (HQ UKLF) for yet another staff conference.
The drizzle had closed in around the draughty Land Rover
closing my own thoughts in. [ was still brooding over the one
way discussions with my posting autherities when | had tried
to avoid a warning order for posting to Glasgow, Scotland. I
tried to work out what 1 had done wrong to be dispatched to
that far flung corner of the United Kingdom. Later that
morning during the conference | was called to the phone.
From my office at Aldershot an excited clerk told me he had
Jjust received a posting order for me — to Canberra, Austrakia.
Hells teeth, I thought, now they’re transporting me!

The initial excitement was soon replaced by a nervous
uncertainty amongst the whole family, that the posting was
bound to be changed. We sat on the edge of our seats for
nearly ten months before actually receiving the air tickets.
My son was happily settled into boarding school, so it was
only my wife, daughter and I who eventually came to set up

Port Hedland. Iron ore centre.




New pairol boat facifity ar Darwin.

heme in the national capital.

"Once again the present broke into my thoughts as my
home for the previous two weeks landed at Gladstone air-
port. Gladstone is where the bauxite, shipped from Weipa, is
converted firstly into alumina, which is a relatively simple
process and then into aluminium by a sophisticated electrical
process drawn from the large Gladstone power station. My
compatriot, who is an infantryman, was particularly excited
partly because he began to understand the technical extract-
ion processes involved for the first time on the tour, and
partly because of the shapely guide who showed greater
interest in our brown uniforms than #heir blue ones,

Next stop was RAAF Amberley where we were to receive
our Queensland governmental and industrial briefing. it was
held there because it was the opening day of the Common-
wealth Games in Brisbane and everyone was very busy, also
accommodation and transport were at a premium. Never-
theless, in true Queensland fashion, it was an exciting brief-
ing which was both informative and entertaining. [ must
admit that it needed to be as we were all feeling a little

Cre stockpiled ot Mt. Isa Mines.
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A not-so-friendly Australion.

saddle-sore after so many hours in plastic seats being briefed,
interspersed with hours in C130 web seats.

After two years of driving a desk at Army Office, perhaps
I ought to be able to sit for tong periods. But at least the
ability to stand up and watk around was there in Campbell
Park Offices, if only to gain inspiration by looking through
the windows,

Although the RAAF tour will remain the highpoint of
my exchange, at that point it was over to all intents and
purposes and everyone just wanied to get home to see their
families and relate their nows. By the time the final leg home
was over and I had had a few beers, my tour anecdotés began
to put Bourke and Wills expeditions in the shade,

I have been more than happy to wark in Canberra despite
the bureaucratic environment because the alternative may
well have been a posting to the Ministry of Defence in White-
hall. I could not have gained the same inspiration from red
brick, grey skies and city pollution as I do from gums, kanga-
roos and bright sunshine through the office window.

At the end of the working day and week, my family and [

Tasmania. Monument |
to Australia’s Ice Age. |5
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Kakadyu National Park.

have been able to enjoy the wonderful environment of Can-
berra. We have sailed the lake, pony-trekked the forests, and
dug holes at the golf courses, We have visited all the visitable
places in and around the City and become quality Canberra
bores to unwary tourists.

The vicinity of the Snowy Mountains and the souti coast
of NSW have also encouraged us to spend weekends at both
areas. | took the plunge and became a student on a ‘Fishing
for Beginners’ hobby course so that T have been thrashing the
waters and frightening a wide variety of both fresh and salt
water fish. We have climbed Mount Kosciusko and surfed
and swum along the South Coast,

We have also endeavoured to make the most of our six
weeks annual leave (1 had to include this because it always
makes the Australians jealous). This advantage has allowed us
to travel in two and a half years on holidays in Adelaide,
Queenscliffe, Tasmania, Sydney, Terrigal, Coffs Harbour,
(Coolangatta and Magnetic Island. Each of our holidays here
has permitted a greater insight into Australia and the Aust-
ralians, and each yielded a rich crop of enjovable experiences.

Bauxite carrier at Weipa.

Our poor old Kingswood wagon has clocked up many thous-
ands of kilometres and has served us welj,

My exchange tour is nearly over, but [ cannot admit to
being glad to be going home, It has been a most fascinating
and rewarding period in my military service. 1 have enjoyed
working with the Australian Army very much and will be
carrying many happy memories back to England. I have
certainly learnt a great deal and we have made many lasting
friendships. We have enjoyed our travels but it is your sunny
lifestyle [ will miss most. In particular I will miss that great
Australian institution the ‘barbie’, the sgathering of the
sacrificial buining of joined-up meat whilst slaking the thirst
with beer and sharing the whole experience with those
friendly Australians — the bush flies.

Major Pepperell, his wife and daughter, left Canberra to
return to England, on 11th February 1983, His replacement
goes to HQ FF Comd {Movement and Transport] as SO2
{Ops). The era of having a British Fxchange Qfficer in the
Directorate has thus, sadly, ended.

Cool Pom Crosses Cook Strait.
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Reliability. To lsuzu owners
ItS an everyday thing.

g CSA E R\\%?:%H There is a philosophy on which have achieved amazing levels of
\ all Isuzu trucks are built. economy and performance. Features
N CENTRE Reliability is everything. suchas swirlinlet ports, chromed
T You can't run a reliable business ;:lyhnder bores and direct fuel injection
- | Ul without a reliable truck. That’s why ave kept Isuzu in the forefront of
Caf/‘? m‘f Donald %ﬂ;?,ﬂgg ,f SD _CQ fﬁ mj ;’G Isuzu trucks are designed and built the  diesel development.
. sicar Wash with every fusl purchase in way they are. To keep your business Everyday Isuzu reliability
90 8 2000 % Full Driveway Service 7 d‘:\ys a week from Gam-6pm & on the road more of the time. covers all weight categories through
g g A Grade Mechanical Repairs, Lubes and Tuning & For over 40 years [suzu has 16 models, from 2 tonne nominal
g : CNR WILLIAM & GEORGE ST., developed djesel-engined trucks that payload to 38 tonne GCM.
POSTAL. ADDRESS ~ ROCKHAMPTON 4700 : ; : ' g
P.O. BOX 2000, y O aady 1o Metls & Businoss Conrgy - |
NEUTRAL BAY JUNCTION,
N.S.W. 2089 PHONE: (079) 27 7127
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Promotional Editorial

SEND A SINGLE ROSE
“A Single Flower Means More Than A Thousand Words”
When you are away from home or for those birthdays, anniversaries,

new arrivals or special days you want to remember,

SEND A SINGLE ROSE are always prepared to make it easy for

you to show your loved ones just how much you really care. Just ring

Cathy McDonald on (02) 8208 2000 with your choice of the following
ideal gifts

One Single Rose
One Single Rose & Chocolates

One Single Rose & Champagne (French or Australian)
One Single Rose & Fine French Perfume C ON TRA C TO RS

or any combination or gift you desire.

Each rose is beautifully presented in a silk lined gold box and delivered
direct to its destination. TO RAA F

So make your personal gift simple, ring Cathy on (02} 208 2000
Cheques, Money Orders, Bankcard, Diners Club or American Express Special Land CI'LliSCI' Super

accepted
o Coaches available all over
Australia fully air conditioned,
toilet equipped, reclining seats,
reading lights, wireless & tape
recorder and public address
system.

67 Berry Street,
Wagga Wagga, 2650
1 Phone: 212316—212315

S/8GT Steve Salmond HQ Sydney Transgort Unit presents L/CPL Roxanne inwood with 8
Singte Hose to celsbrate her bithday. LT Liz Mitler OPS GFFR looks on.

DUKIES NUSUTAEU ATC NON-Slandara. MocalnuMATL 2083
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A HISTORY OF

THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN CORPS

OF TRANSPORT
PIPES AND DRUMS

Compiled by Captain M. Kleeberg

The RACT Pipes and Drums is one of only eight Army
Reserve Pipes and Drums in existence, and it is unique in that
it is the onlv one which belongs to a corps of the Army.

Pre 1952

In 1948, A Sagn, 15th Northern Rivers Lancers and 1st
Tracked Amphibious Sgn RAASC were formed in Newcastle
and in 1952, both these units combined to form 15th North-
ern Rivers Lancers. During 1951 an affiliation was made with
15/19 The King's Royal Hussars. During the period 1949-1952,
a local civilian Pipe Band, Nerthumberland Scottish Pipe
Band. unofficially played and marched with 15th Northern
Rivers Lancers (15 NRL}).

The First Year — 1952

In June 1952, the Lancers officially applied to raise a
Pipes and Drums of 24 members. and in July 1952 it was
approved by 1st Armoured Brigade and Headquarters East-
ern Command. Army Headquarters gave approval in August
1952 for 15 NRL to have a Pipes and Drums, but without
establishment and on the condition that it was formed from
within the cstablishment of 15 NRL. The Commanding
Officer, LTCOL J.A. James (later Brigadier), appointed
CAPT Viv Sharpe as the first Pipe President with the task of
raising the Pipes and Drums. ln August 1952, four pipers
and tour drummers were enlisted. They were from the
Northumberland Scotiish Pipe Band. The pipers brought
their own pipes with them and the unit purchased a bass
drum, two tenor drums and four side drums, SGT Frank
Baillie was the first Pipe Major, SGT Terry Holmes the first
Drum Major and SGT J. Mackay was the first Drum Sergeant.

The Next Five Years 1953 - 1958

By July 1953, the Pipes and Drums strength was 17, one
Drum Major, nine pipers and seven drumimners. It was during
early 1953 that an approach was made to the Scottish Horse
Regiment, Territorial Army, UK, and their sponsor, the Duke
of Atholl, for an affiliation, and permission to wear the
Scottish Horse dress and the Murray rartans, Both the Scot-
tish Hoyse and the Duke of Atholl agreed the samme month.
In August 1953, a set of 16 bagpipe covers in the Murray of
Atholl tartan, with cords and tassels, was ordered from
Andersons in Edinburgh. During the same month, Army
Headquarters approved the alliance with the Scottish Horse,
and approved the wearing of Highland Dress, provided that
the unit bore the expense. The alliance was subsequently
notified in Australian Army Order Number 93/54. In Sep-
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tember 1953, the hagpipe covers arrived from Scotland. The
Pipes and Drums were given the Place of Honour at the
November 1953 Bastern Command Tattoo in Sydney, at
which the Pipes and Drums wore Army uniform with white
webbing.

1954 saw the Pipes and Drums with a strength of 20 all
ranks, and with three members winning parts of the Sydney
Highland Gathering. A turning point for the Pipes and Drums
was when Her Maiesty, Queen Elizabeth II visited Newcastle
in February 1954. The Pipes and Drums played in a static
position along the Royal Route and Her Majesty, interested
in why an Australian Army Pipes and Drums had bagpipes
covered in the Murray of Atholl tartan, and why they were
not wearing kilts, had His Royal Highness, Prince Phillip, later
speak with LTCOL James at a Civic Function. On 19 March
1954, the complete Highland Dress arrived from Scotland,
the initial cost of the uniform being borne by Brigadier J.A,
James (RL). On 3 April 1954, the Regimental Pipes and
Drums paraded at Singleton with HQ lst Armoured Brigade,
wearing kilts, bonnets, sporrans and hosetops for the first
time. Sir John Northcote showed great interest in the Pipes
antd Drums at their inaugural dress parade. Enthused by their
recent acquisition of highland dress, the Pipes and Drums
played on 19 April 1954 in their first competition and won
the B grade scction of the Highland Gathering, and also the
street march, In June 1954 they again won a B grade compe-
tition and street march, this time at Tamworth. During
August 1954 the Minister for the Army interrupted an ABC
radio programme to make the following announcement,
which was a message from Her Majesty the Queen:

“We give our Royal Consent for an alliance between our
beloved Regiment the Scottish Horse Armoured Corps
Territorial Army and our beloved Regiment 15th Northemn
Rivers Lancer, Australian Armoured Corps, Citizens Military
Forces and for approval, that the Pipes and Drums of the
15th Northern Rivers Lancers shall wear the Murray tartan
kilts, and appurtenances as worn by the Pipes and Drums of
the Scottish Horse and that the Pipes and Drums of the 15th
Northern Rivers Lancers shall be carried on their own estab-
lishment as per the establishment of the Scottish Horse™.

The Minister went on to say that Army Headquarters were
pleased with the affiliations and the Royal Consent. The next
day, Army Headquarters authorised the Pipes and Drums to
be raised to full establishment.

At Newcastle, in August 1954, the then Governor General
Sir William Slim complimented the Pipes and Drums on their
turnout and playing ability. The pressures of competition
were stepped up and the Pipes and Drums again won the

street march and B grade championships on 4 Qctober 1954,
at the Balmoral Highland Gathering. During October 1954,
they were awarded a special prize for winning the Street
Parade in the Orange Cherry Blossom Festival. November
1954 saw an honour paid to the young Pipes and Drums of
15 NRL when they were given the Right of the Line at the
Eastern Command Tattoo. 1954 closed with a Beating of the
Retreat at Lancer Barracks in Parramatta where the Pipes and
Drums were complimented by the Chief of the General Staff.
1935 opened with the 15 NRL Pipes and Drums taking out
every prize at the Newcastle Highland Gathering in the B
Grade,

Soon after, in February, the Pipes and Drums were called
upon in avery different role. The amphibians of the Regiment
were directed to assist in the flood relief work in Maitland
and the Pipes and Drums manned the clothing and supply
depots, maintainec levees near Birmingham Gardens and
then moved to Maitland for the original ‘Operation Cleanup’,

The Pipes and Drums, keen to go higher, had sponsored a
Drum Major, J. Brogan and two pipers, C. Wynd and J.
Mclnnally to emigrate from Scotland. Charlie Wynd, later
promoted to CPL, had served with the Black Watch and with
the Scottish Horse. Drum Major Brogan added the polishing
touches to an already successful band and in June 1955, the
Pipes and Dyums won every A Grade contest and the street
march at the Tamworth Highland Games, The remainder of
1955 and 1956 saw the Pipes and Drums win more contests
locally and in Sydney.

On 22 September (956 the 15 NRL was disbanded and
the unit amalgamated with 16 Amphibious Company, Royal
Australian Army Service Corps. The then Commanding
Officer, Major Skilton wrote to the Duke of Atholl seeking
continvation of the alliance with the Scottish Horse, the
tartans and the new unit, Because the Duke had died, his
successor to the title, a newphew, took the problem to Her
Majesty seeking advice. The unit received approval for the
ailiance to continue.

[n 1957 and 1958 the Pipes and Drums again won A
Grade championships and Drum Major Brogan won Champion
Drum Major and Private lightfoot won best under 21 side
drummer.

The Next Ten Years 1959 - 1969

This era saw the Pipes and Drums rise to a pinnacle of
success and fail to a Jow never before experienced. Under
SGT Coughtrie, the new Drum Sgt, the style changed dramat-
ically and in 1959, the World Champion Drum Corps, after
defeating all Australian top Drum Corps, were beaten twice
in succession by SGT Coughtrie’s drummers.

During 1960, Pipe Major Haggerty took over the Pipes and
Drums, and in the next two years reached World Champion-
ship Standard, winning contests by as much as 40 points (and
on one occasion by 104 points) which is a superb achievement
as four or five points usually separate placings. For two more
vears the Pipes and Drums flourished until, under pressure of
excessive contests, their strength began to fail. The Pipes and
Drums stood down from contest playing in 1964 as undefeat-
ed State Champions, and Pipe Major S8ands took over,

The emphasis changed in 1965 to playing in Military
Displays and 1966 saw the Pipes and Drums perform a
Changing of the Guard Ceremony at Victoria Barracks which
was acclaimed as an excellent performance. It was believed to
be the only CMF band to perform a Changing of the Guard
Ceremony up to that time,

The Doldrums 1970 - 1973

_ Again the pressure of competition took its toll and when
the present Pipe Major took over in 1970, only eight mem-

bers were regularly playing.

This period was probably the most frustrating of all for a
Champion Band and it is a credit to those who stayed, that it
survived at all. Puring this period not one accomplished
musician joined the band and the focus was centred on train-
ing unskilled soldiers. The “Equal to the Task” attitude pre-
vailed and the Pipes and Drums put on a creditable perform-
ance at Battalion Parades, Tattoos, Civic Functions and also
the Royal Australian Corps of Transport Inauguration Parade
on 2 June 1973 at Rose Bay.

The Recovery 1974 - 1976

This period again saw a change of style, the emphasis
being concert and Military Performances. The Pipes and
Drums had about forty tunes in their repertoire and could
stage a performance of about three hours. Another first for
the Pipes and Drums was that they regularly used an electro-
nic organ as part of their presentation, to add depth to their
performance of a dedicated but understrength pipe corps.

In April 1976 the strength was 20 which was the highest
for many years. The Drum Major, CPL Dick Wilson had been
with the Pipes and Drums since its inception and has proved
that he, like all present members is “Equal to the Task”.

On 31 July 1976 authorisation for a Pipes and Drums of
34 members was issued on Establishment 4454-XX-1 Royal
Australian Corps of Transport Pipes and Drums and was
placed under command of 10th Terminal Regiment. Local
administration was delegated to 16th Transport Company
RACT (later 16th Transport Squadron RACT). With the re-
organisation approval was given to the Pipe Major Sergeant
Gordon Body, to commence trade testing unit members in
Employment Code Number T244 - Piper/Drummer/Bugler.

The Present 1977 - 1982

Since reorganisation, the Pipes and Drums have continued
to flourish with the support of many friends, within and out-
side the service. A sense of purpose has been established in
training and recitals resulting in a greater awareness by the
Corps, various Army Branches and the general public. New
kilts have been bought and new drums presented to the
Drum Corps. A major fund raising activity by the Corps
greatly assisted with these purchases,

The Future

With 25 years past, the Pipes and Drums has established
goals for the future. Primarily, it is recruiting more members
to bring the strength to full entitlement. Secondly it will
attend further Championships to regain its previous status as
B Grade Champions and finally, it will continue to seek Army
support to attend the Edinburgh Tattoo, Scotland. The last
competition won by the Pipes and Drums was the 1982
East Coast Pipe Band Championships, Its win in C Grade has
meant promotion to B Grade again.

Key Appointments
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Pipe Major WO2 Gordon Body Drum Major SGT Alan Christie
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1. Captain J, Stansfield who carried out the research for the
period 1952 -'1976.

2. Sergeant W. Storer, Drum Major RACT Pipes and Drums
1978 - 1979, who provided the history 1976 - 1979,

3. In 1980, COL R.K. Mair MBE, presented to the band a
Basket Hilted Broadsword commeonly referred to as a
“Claymore™.

4. Since 1980, OLD PARR Whiskey in association with
WALCIES Pty Ltd have sponsored the Corps Band.
Through Mr Anthony Chandier of Walcie’s, the OLD PARR
trophy is awarded to the outstanding Piper and Drummer
at the yearly Band Competition,

Note:
The RACT Pipes and Drums will be visiting Puckapunyal
for the Banner Parade in June 83 and will then travel to
Adelaide to take part in RACT birthday celebrations in
4MD,

Capiain Mark Kieeberg graduated from RMC in Dec 79 and
was posted as a Tp Comd 69 Tl Tp, 10 Tml Regt. tn Sep 81
he was appointed Trg Offr, 16 Tpt Sqn at Newceastle.

YOU SAVE DOLLARS

At Qakey Fruit And Vegetable Exchange
96 Campbell St., Oakey, 4401
Phone: (076) 91 1484
SEE YOU THERE

" ALL SPORTS
CENTRE
» Cycles * Fishing Gear * Al types Of Sporting Goods
* Track Suits * Sportswear & Footwear
* Special Discount Of Certain Ranges Se Come In And
Ask For Your Discount On Production Of I.D.

Bendigo (054) 43 5677
52 Williamson St., i
e, Bendigo 3550 ¢

TALLAROOK HOTEL
Counter Lunches 6 Days A Week
And Teas Fri and Sat Evenings )
So for that home away from home qrmospherg it'’s
the Tallarook for a swinging, swining good time

Drop In

TALLAROOK HOTEL,
TALLAROOK, 3659
{(057) 92 1743 pProp: John Tate
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MILK BAR

Hours: 8am-7pm Mon-Fri. 8am-8.30pm Sat.
Bam-Gpm Sun.

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Daily
_ Retail and Wholesale
Park Beach Road,

Coffs Harbour, 2450

PHONE: (066) 52 4153

Reg Hamilton

New & Reconditioned
Sewing Machines
All Makes & Models

Ph: (07) 44 8551

§ 80 GLADSTONE ROAD,
} HIGHGATE HILL, 4101 <

Y

7/ 0J'S SALON

Broadbeach
HAIR CARE FOR THE FAMILY

Pensioner Discounts
Free Car Parking At Rear

Shop 6, Albert Ave.,
Broadbeach Plaza,
Broadbeach, 4217

(Opp. Post Office)
\L (075) 31 5074 J

\"’

YASS towing service

Prop: George Parkin

HUME HIGHWAY,
NORTH YASS, 2582

HEAVY & LIGHT SALVAGE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE
24 HOUR SERVICE LOCAL & INTERSTATE

(062) 26 1083
Atter Hours (062) 26 1624 (062) 27 6038

OLDEST NAMES IN
THE BUSINESS

FURNITURE
REMOVALS & STORAGE
OFFICE REMOVALS
CONTAINER STORAGE

City, Country & Interstate

(02) 502 1611

After Hours — Kingsgrove, S.A. Champion
50 0280

28 RICHLAND ST,

KINGSGROVE, 2208

KILNERS REMOVAL & STORAGE
PTY. LIMITED
P.O. Box 82, Kingsgrove

FEATURING

* THE WONDERS OF MARINE LIFE
* A SUNKEN TAIWANESE JUNK

HYDROFOIL
* UNDERWATER SOUVENIR SHOP

PEL ISLAND TO THE OBSERVATORY.

LIVERRFPOOL

LAR RADIDS

SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATION ON PREMISES
Specialising in:
Eurovox * AWA # Clarion ® Mitsubishi ® Alpine

407 HUME HIGHWAY, LIVERPOOL, 2170 — 601 4997

Thanking all the Boys for their fine support throughout 1982
Rod Gray offers a generous discount to all Army Personnel (with ID)
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RUSS HARE
MOTORS
21 Emily St., Seymour, 3660

KAWASAKI
MOTORCYCLES

* SPECTACULAR CORAL VIEWING (DAY OR NIGHT)

* PLUS EDUCATIONAL SLIDE SHOWING WITH COMMENTARY
* A BEGULAR TRANSPORT SERVICE AVAILABLE ON THE CRUISE BOATS AND

" ENQUIRIES: PHONE (079) 39 3372
"EXPLORE THE UNDERWATER PARADISE WITHOUT GETTING WET!”

* FREE COURTESY GRAFT (COMPLETE WITH CORAL VIEWING) FROM GREAT KEP-

P TIIITITITITFTL

3
(057 92 1821
and YAMAHA
&  ACCESSORIES
and OUTBOARDS
MARINE ~ ACCESSORIES I
* AUTO PARTS & ACCESSORIES
* TYRES, WHEELS & BATTERIES _
* at Moorebank

* Mick Collins
Smash Repairs

* Panel Beating w Spray Painting-
* Insurance Work

CNR. MOOREBANK AVE &
HEATHCOTE RD, MOOREBANK

(Inside STC Complex)

PHONE: 601 7939
Best wishes to the boys
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NLE
THE HEAVENLY TWINS

By Lieutenant A.P. James

Introduction

In the mythology of Ancient Greece, Leda gave birth to
twin sons, Castor and Pollux. There is some confusion as to
the paternity of these two, some maintaining that they are
the sons of Zeus, some that they are the sons of Leda’s
husband Tyndareus, and some that Castor was the mortal son
of Tyndareus, while Pollux was the immortal son of Zeus.

In any event, the twins were renowned for their athletic
ability and many exploits. After a dispute with their cousins
Idas and Lynceus, Castor was slain. Pollux did not wish to be
parted from his brother, and refused the immortality in
which Castor could not share. Zeus allowed them to remain
together alternately in the heaven and the nether world, and
later transformed them into the constellation Gemini.

As deities, they were responsible for the safety of sailors
of sea, and received sacrifices for favourable winds. They
were also associated with the luminuous optical effect ob-
served at sea, which is now known as St Elmo’s Fire. It is
appropriate that the twins are today remembered in the form
of two pieces of equipment operated by the water transport
stream of the RACT.

History of the NLE

The equipments that carry the names of Castor and Pollux
are two large pontoon barges, commonly called NLE, or
Naval Lighterage Equipment. These NLE are constructed
from strings of pontoons, and are derived from equipment
that has its beginnings before World War II, In 1935 a US
Navy engineer observed a new type of cellular barge being
constructed for a dredging company. He forwarded sketches
and descriptions to the Chief of the Bureau of Docks and
Yards. It was not until 1939 however that the standard NLE
pontoon was developed, along with an efficient method for
stringing the pontoons together.

It was soon realised that this concept provided solutions
to many problems encountered during amphibious operat-
ions. The first assembly of the full-scale pontoons was made
in 1940, and large scale manufacture was soon underway.
NLE attained widescale use, and featured in every major
amphibious operation in World War II. They were used as
barges, tugs, drydocks, floating cranes, piers, wharves, and
causeways, from Normandy to the Pacific. As an easily
assembled and versatile piece of equipment, NLE was vital
to the success of any sea-borne assault.

Construction.

Australia currently operates two NLE structures, which
are based at 35 Water Transport Squadron at Woolwich,
Sydney. These P-Series NLE supersede the earlier T-Series
NLE, and were constructed at Woolwich in early 1981.
They are made up of three and a half strings of 14 pontoons
each. The pontoons are 2.4m x 1.6m in size, except for those
of the bow and stern of the NLE. At the bow there are
Sloped-Deck and Ramp-End pontoons, creating the ramp
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by which the NILE may be loaded and unloaded. The stern
is fashioned from Curved-Edge pontoons, which provide the
overhang necessary for the operation of the marine propuls-
ion units (the use of which will be discussed later).

NLE Poritoans

112 HP. Harbourmasier diesel outboard propulsion unil.

A string of pontoons is formed by bolting the pontoons to
assembly angles of the required string length. Completed
strings are then joined together in the water, by plates and
tie-rods. Gaps between the pontoons are filled by deck
closures. While this method of assembly allows for later dis-
mantlement, it is intended that Castor and Pollux will re-

main assembled for the duration of their working lives. The
14 x 3% combination outlined above gives a craft which is
21.21m in length, has a beam of 7.45m, has a draft of 0.65m,
and a working flat deck area of approximately 144sm. [t is
estimated that each NLE has a carrying capacity of approx-
imately 100 tonnes. It should be noted that due to a mis-
understanding, the NLE christened Castor became Casper.

NLE 202 (Pollux) viewed from the bow.

Current Use

Castor and Pollux were constructed specifically to work
with the RAN .SH, HMAS TOBRUK. Once HMAS TOBRUK
became a reality, a requirement was that the new ship be
able to side-carry two NLE. The existing T-Series NLE were
not suitable for this, so they were dismounted and the P-
Series constructed. The new NLE were fitted with hard-points
along one side. Using these hard-points, four large T-pieces
can be bolted to the deck of each NLE. Large hooks on these
T-pieces can be engaged to corresponding points on the side
of HMAS TOBRUK. The outboard side of the NLE is then
lifted using derrick winches on the ship, and the NLE pivots
around the hooks until it lies ftush against the side of the
TOBRUK. One NLE can be carried on each side of the
TOBRUK in this manner,

o R s

An NLE in the side-carry position on HMAS TOBRUK.

It is obvious that the ability to carry the NLE greatly in-
creases the versatility of TOBRUK. The NLE can be de-
ployed to any area that the ship is operating in, and then
provide any of the normal functions of the NLE, In fact,
one of the NLE (Castor) was deployed to Exercise K81 in
this manner. Whether or not they are carried by HMAS
TOBRUK, the NLE are flexible craft. They can be used as
dumb lighters; with the addition of two 112 HP Harbour-
master diesel outboard propulsion units, the NLE become
self-powered craft, with a maximum speed of 5-6 knots,
They can be used as a causeway, either singly or linked
together by large hinges. This can enable LSH, LCH or LCM
to operate onto beaches that might not normally be access-
ible (due to sandbars or mud-flats). Similarly, they can be
deployed as wharves or piers.
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The NLE, linked together to form a causeway, being manoevred onto the
bow-ramp of HMAS TOBRUK during trials in July 1981,

Future of NLE

The future of NLE within the Australian Army very much
depends upon the course that water-borne logistic resupply
will take. If air-cushioned vehicles gain wide use, then many
of the functions of the NLE, in their current configuration,
become obsolescent. However, while a need for versatile
work platforms exists, then NLE will continue to be employ-
ed. NLE in the form of Castor and Pollux may have a limited
future, but the versatile NLE concept should survive into the
foreseeable future,

Lieutenant James graduaied from OCS as a Lieutengnt in
Jun 81 and was appointed Tp Comd 70 Water Tpt Tp. He is
currently preparing to take part in the 1983/84 ANARE
expedition (See ‘Antarctic Adventure’, page 6),
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With the NLE and ramp joined, a« P&H Crane tests the causeway.
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TARATION SERVICES
L M. J. Pugliau.m

MANAGING PARTNER

242A Burwood Road
BURWOOD. 2134
Ph. (02) 747 3290

| Telex: AA27749]

FARMERS TRANSPORT

Brisbane — Beaudesert and District Transport
Two Daily Services
Pick-up and Delivery Services done in Brisbane area
Fork Lift Hire Available
Furniture Removals and Limited Storage Space
Quotes Given on All Classes of Carrying
Two Services Weekly to Brisbane
Produce Markets {in season)

19 KERRY ROAD, BEAUDESERT
Phone: 41 1787
22 BALDOCK STREET, MOOROOKA
Phone: 48 7692

:Agents for: Brickworks Limited — Prudential Insurance — ¢

Besser Pty Ltd — Cadbury Schweppes Pty Ltd — PGH
Ceramics Qla Pty Ltd

Public Reg Weighbridge now operating

II’-I/"//,

QUEENSLAND
RUGBY
LEAGUE

See the Action live at LANG PARK
or Suburban and Country Grounds.
/ Winfield State League March 27th-May 15th.
Winfield Cup May 22nd-September 18th.

In June, the State of Origin Clashes. ALL WORK
At Lang Park! ’ GUARANTEED
Be part of ‘the greatest game of all'.
Buy your own SUPPORTERS GEAR. -
Available Now!

Enquiries to QRL Marketing
Lang Park, Milton, 4064
Telephone: (07) 369 8568

TR/ A
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WEICOImE Nére

601 4080

Adrian Van Der Hoek
62 HOXTON PARK RD, LIVERPOOL 601 4080

(Opp. Flowerdale Road)
Authorised Inspection Station
@ Open 7 am to 7 pm — 6 days
@ Pick-Up and Delivery Service or Courtesy Car Available
@ Rego. Inspections — No Waiting @ All Types of Mechanical Repairs
@ Open all Day Saturday
To Cater for Tradesmen, Taxis etc . ..

CROMMERT
MOTORS

General Mechanical Repairs

Large Range of Brake and Clutch Parts.
Filters, Air Cleaners — You name it, we've got it
Also Chrysler Parts

Qualified A Grade Mechanic on Duty to Handle
Any Problems You Have.

So stop stalfing and head for Crommet Motors

16 Emily Street,
Seymour, 3660

PHONELE 92 1920
C ool bombimbonbonberdindinbindinbindimbonbind odinanbnk
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AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

who use vehicles during the week

77 L Ll
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soee  STA R%Eﬁl"ssE ooo7 |  HOUSES BOUGHT & soLD
waws  SMASH REMOVAL

A. N. & S.E. LAURIE

® Prompt inspection and removals

* All homes delivered and restumped with
council approval plans

(075) 64 4457 or (075) 64 4501

M.S. 292, WALLOON RD., WALLOON,
via IPSWICH

Ask For Peter

PHONE: 519 3373
AFTER HOURS: 387 2812

Specialising in all classes of high quality,
insurance and private repairs

Repair Contractors to G.1.O., N.R.M.A., Waltons
and all leading Insurance Companies

24 Hour Towing Service

654 King Street, Newtown, 2042

Best wishes, from Peter Clayton of . . .

TOWNSVILLE
WHOLESALE CARS

* Specialising in Quality Used Cars
* RWC Guaranteed
* Wholesale cars at sensible prices

PHONE (077) 72 1893

CUNNAMULLA

10 EMMA STREET,
CUNNAMULLA, 4490
For fast friendly service
Phone: Cunnamulla 79
Selling ALL B.P. Products

The Best Food In The West At Our
Restaurant

Charters Towers
Road,
Townsville, 4810

3 €lyde-Hancock

TRUCK TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS

SALES & SERVICE ON SELF CHANGING GEARS,
TELEHOIST, DIFFERENTIALS, GEARBOXES,
TAILSHAFTS, P.T.O. EQUIPMENT

ENGINEERING & REPAIRS A SPECIALTY
‘Im'l"anm.‘ Ptv. Ltd. (. Vic.)

Branches:

33-34 Stud Road, 1745 Sydney Road, Campbellteld,

Bayswater, 3153 Telophona (03) 305 3371

Victoria Australia ﬁ:g};;:es:";;%ga‘;“";gle NEW. 2142
elephone

Telephone (03} 729 4899 gllgédg'ﬁ;mra Links Avenue, Eagle Farm,

Telephane (07) 268 0151

PCivoEY

A member of the Clyde Industries Group of Companies
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ROAD SAFETY

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

Wo1 V.J Robinson

Every year in Australia over 3,500 people are killed in
road accidents. One out of every two road deaths is attribu-
table to the presence of alcohol. Unfortunately, we tend to
accept these figures almost apathetically, and yet on present
trends one person in every three will become a road smash
victim at some stage of their life. These are the facts about
traffic collision, the facts that confront you daily and have a
bearing on your lives,

The Army looks upon the RACT as being the Corps with
the professional drivers. Therefore, all members of RACT,
irrespective of trade, have a responsibility not only to them-
selves, but to the rest of the Army and community to set
the standard’, Are you a good example?

Annually ) an average ol 373 soldicrs are either killed or
injured in road traffic accidents. The majority are killed in
Privately Owned Vehicles (POV). For the period January to
October 1982, there were 22 soldicrs killed in POV,

The news of your road cyash fatality has an immediate
and horrifying impact on your relatives and friends, Multiple
fatalities in a single crash, or an excessive number killed over
a holiday or weekend, shocks and alarms the general public.
While the extent and severity of injuries sustained by the
survivors do not have as dramatic an initial impact, the long
term effects on the people concerned, their families and
friends may be more devastating than death,

For every death, some 10 road users are injured seriously
enough to require hospital admission. Another 10 to 20 are
less seriously injured. Many are disabled for months and
years and some for the rest of their lives, Apart from humani-
tartan considerations and the social cost of all traffic accidents,
for the Army a traffic accident alsc represents an avoidable
loss of trained manpower and other resources,

To properly understand the nature and extent of the
injuries which can result from a road crash, it is necessary to
understand what can happen to the vehicle and its occupants
and to understand what forces are at work.

Take the case of a single vehicle crash in which the vehicle
is travelling too fast and the driver loses control on a curve in
the road. Centrifugal force takes over, the tyres lose their
grip and the vehicle leaves the road, probably with a sideways
motion, and out of control. It strikes an obstruction and rolls
over several times before coming to rest on its roof, which
often collapses on the occupants. It all happens in a split
second.

What happens to the vehicle occupants? Unless they are
wearing seat belts, they will be flung against the interiotr of
the vehicle at the first impact. The vehicle will have probably
stopped momentarily, but not the occupants, they are still
travelling at the original speed of the vehicle. If they are un-
lucky, they will be thrown out and almost certainly injured
when they hit the ground, a tree or fence. The vehicle then
rolls and the occupants accompanied by any loose arficles
inside the vehicle, will be flung around the interior hitting
seats, door handles, controls and dashboard, They finally
come to rest on the roof, pinned under broken seats and
other debris,

Because of the many forces involved, the outstanding
characteristic of the road crash victim is multiple injuries,
Many of these injuries are not immediately obvious, making
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diagnosis  difficult and delaying treatment. The injuries

suffered by drivers and passengers depend on where they

are sitting and the direction and force of the impact.

Most accidents are avoidable, even in todays congested
traffic conditions. The majority of accidents are the result
of some human failing, and most can be averted by sound
training, education and sensible driving,

It is an unfortunate fact that behind practically every
road death, injury or traffic collision that occurs, there
lies a breach of some traffic regulation. It is reasonable to
say that speed is the most common cause of the breach of
the regulation. Most people have a deep respect for the rule
of the law. These laws are our laws, made for us by our
representatives and generally observed by most people.

The object of traffic regulations is not to impede your
progress from one point to another, but rather that you and
your passengers should have a better chance of arriving at
your destination safely. Traffic regulations are designed to
improve the free flow of traffic, resulting in efficient street
and highway use and the prevention of accidents,

The motor car and motor cycle are useful, but powerful
inventions, and there are two points a driver should remember
when dealing with power:

a. Power has constructive value only when it is under control.
Out of control it is dangerous and destructive.

b. How one uses power discloses just what kind of person he
or she is, and in relation to driving, to the degree of
maturity or responsibility reached.

Psychologists tell us that one of the rules.of good com-
munication is: ‘Don’t tell me any bad news unless I can do
something about it’. Well, road accidents certainly are ‘Bad
News” and there is something you can do about them, and
that something is learning how to be a better driver. Studies
have shown that you are capable of driving twice as safely as
you do now,

The most important way in which you as a driver can
avoid being involved in an accident is to drive defensively.

Defensive driving could be defined in a number of ways,
all with the same meaning. One definition could be: ‘Driving
in such a manner as to be able to prevent being involved in an
accident in spite of the incorrect action of others, or the
presence of adverse driving conditions’. Another less formal
definition could be: ‘Defensive driving means acting as if
every driver and pedestrian was an ignorant, absent-minded,
careless, would-be suicide’. Only a tew of them are, but a lot
of them act that way. The only way to be sure is to treat
them all with the same defensive caution.

Defensive driving is the basis of good driving, and when
we say defensive driving, we refer to our driving and our
ability to avoid accidents, all accidents, the big ones, and
the small ones.

Attributes of a Good Driver

A good driver is one:

a. who knows his or her own limitations and capabilities
and drives within them;

b. who knows the probable limitations and capabilities of
other road users and respects them;

¢. who knows the capabilities and limitations of the vehicle

he/she is driving and does not exceed them;

. who possesses a sound knowledge of traffic laws, road
craft and nature’s laws and puts that knowledge to good
use: and

e. who exercises courtesy and consideration for others.

Without a doubt, the most important factor in road
safety is the driver him/herself. All other considerations like
the roadworthiness of the vehicle, speed of travel and so
on, are the driver’s responsibilities and within his/her control.

Your physical fitness plays an important role when driving,
in the continuous process of observation, making judgements,
and putting decisions into effect. Obviously there is a limit
to the brain’s capacity to perform this function, so the great-
er the speed the fewer the observations that can be processed
per kilometer,

(=N

ROAD
SAFETY

IS YOUR (OUR)

~ Defensive driving is simply the positive approach to driv-
ing. It means keeping control of your own safety in your
own hands so that every trip is a successfu trip and a safe
one.

DRIVE CAREFULLY — Your car isn’t the only thing that
can be recalled by its maker,

WO 1 Robinson joined the Army in 1960, Since then he has
served in various RACT Field Force and non-Field Force
units both in Australia and overseas. He has also served with
the ARES, Cadets and in Recruiting. On 3 Feb 82 he was
pf?t;d to DTPT as Supervisor Transport responsbile for road
safety.
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W.A. TRUCK &
MACHINERY
REPAIRS PTY. LTD.

Specialists in repairs to all types of trucks and
heavy machinery

165 Beechboro Road,
Bayswater, W.A. 6053

Phone (09) 271 9009

Proprietors Frank Lazenby & Norm Mosely
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@ SEYMOUR RACING CLUB

DATES FOR REST OF 82-83 SEASON:

Saturday 21st May, Thursday 23rd June, Saturday 30th July.
83-84 DATES AVAILABLE SOON

Membershig of this club entitles free admittance to member's reserve at Kimore,
Flemington, Mconee Valley, Caulfield and Sandown — Mid-week meetings {excluding
haoliday meetings)

Membership Fee $30 includes One Lady’s ticket —
additional Lady’s ticket $5

50% discount for Army personnel on form in this journal.

Secretary, Saymour Racing Club, P.O, Box 85, Seymour, 3660.
| wish to renew my Membershio of the Seymour Racing Club for the 1982-83 Racing
Seascn and Enclose $30/%$35 subscription

NAME

'Q DENHAM COURT TOURIST
CARAVAN PARK
{South of the Ingleburn Army Camp)

40 Sites All Powered
(No Tent Sites Available)
* Hot Water # Hot Showers & Laundry

Pets allowed {on application)

Open 7 Days a Week: Shell Service Station & Take-Away
Food Shop on Site
L.P. Gas & Ice Availabled

Campbellitown Road,
Denham Court, 2568
PHONE: (02) 605 1615
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g RELAX You're always at

IN risk.

B fe ...
SAF ETY beepi:peared!

LEARN FIRST AID —
IT SAVES LIVES

The St. John Ambulance Association
will teach you.

Ring 27 4444

or contact your nearest
St. John Centre.
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TOWN AND

COUNTRY HOTEL
38 Emily Street, Seymour

Counter Lunches and Teas 6 Days a Week

Party Facilities, Disco Friday and Saturday Nights for
the Young at Heart

Pool Room

Personalised service by the men at the top

So for cold beer and warm atmosphere it's the
Town and Country

PHONE 921 023

MURRUMBIDGEE HOTEL

159 East Street,
Narrandera, 2700

* Reschs, Carlton, Tooheys Old on Tap
% Counter Lunches: Monday — Sunday
Counter Teas: Thursday, Friday, Saturday
* Good Clean Accommodation

PHONE: (069) 59 2011

EASTS
HOLIDAYS

Pty. Limited
LAND — SEA — AR
WORLD WIDE TRAVEL AGENTS

9 Bronte Road,
Bondi Junction, N.S.W. 2022

PHONE 389 6444

T.A.R.B. LIC. Nc. BB7C

Er THE BATTLE OF CHINA (Why We Fight Series)

I T = =
With best wishes from . . .

GRAFTON-ULMARRA
CO-OP DAIRY
PTY LTD

ULMARRA

Phone: (066) 44 5307

Baae® Wy

g

[ '1
15% Discount to all Army Personnel MI.;
1=

METROPOLITAN
INN

FEATURING:
REUBEN’S RESTAURANT
Centre of City — Telex 42099

Undercover Parking, Luxury Suites, All Facilities,
Air-Conditioning, Fully Licensed Restaurant

CNR LEICHHARDT & UPPER
EDWARDS STS.,
BRISBANE, QLD, 4000

Telephone: (07) 221 6000

Compliments of—

THE SILVER ROOM

YOU CAN RELAX IN AIR-CONDITIONED COMFORT IN THE SILVER ROOM KNOWING
YOUR RECEPTION IS BASED ON A FOUR (4) HOUR PERIOD AT THE PRICE OF THE
MENU CHOSEN. INCLUDED AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE: WAITRESS SERVICE,
CHANGE ROOM AND PHOTOGRAPHIC FACILITIES. PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF
YOUR FUNCTION BY MANAGEMENT

GRACE BROS. CHATSWOOD N.S.W. 2067
: TELEPHONE: 412-0111

MILITARY AVIATION HISTORY ON HOME VIDEO CASSETTES

These exciting documentaries, orlginally produced by the Foreign Govarnments, deplct
military aviation as it has matured through twe world wars. Soma of the finest air combat
footage aver flimed.

THE GREAT WAR (1014-18)B.& W,
GUNS OF AUGUST {1914-18) B.&.W.
PRELUDE TO WAR (Why We Fight Series)
THE NAZIS STRIKE (Why We Fipht Serics)
¥ DIVIDE & CONQLIER (Why We Fight Series)
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN {Why We Fight Series)

appr. 45 ming $55.00
appr. 110 ming $68.00
53 mins $55.00

41 mins $55.00

5Q mins $55.00

53 mins $55.00

87 mins $68.00

85 mins $69.00

4 THE BATTLE OF RUSSIA (Why We Fight Series)
67 mins $62 .00

WAR COMES TO AMERICA (Wny We Fight Series})
& THE FIGHTING LADY (Story of a U.S. Aircraft Carrier
in action in the Pacific during W.W. Il COLOUR $62.00
THE MEMPHIS BELLE ({Story of a B17 fiying fortress in action
over Germany during W.W. I} COLOUR $69.00
THE AIR PLAN — TARGET FOR TONIGHT (R.A.F.) 77 mins $69.00
{Both in one cassetta}
DESERT VICTORY {War in Middle East) B.& W.
BURMA VICTORY (War in the East) B.&A.W.
TUNISIAN VICTORY (War in North Africa) B.&.W.
THE TRUE GLORY (The final European phase of World War Il) B.&.W.
ATTACK: THE BATTLE FOR NEW BRITAIN B.& W,
THE INVASION OF CRETE — INVASION OF NORMANDY
(German versions, both in one cassette) B.&.W. $55.00
THE FLEET THAT CAME TO STAY (Invasion of Okinawa) &
THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS (Both in one cassetie} 3$65.00
jl SIEGE OF TOBRUK — FURY IN THE PACIFIC
| (Bothin one cassette) B.A.W. 50 mins $55.00
TO THE SHORES OF IWO JIMA (Invasion of IWO JIMA) COLOUR
— RUSSIA AT WAR, IN B.&.W. {Both in one cassatte) Appr. 50 mins $69.00
ATTACK ON SINGAPORE — PEARL HARBOUR (Japanese Versions —
both in one cassetie) B.A.W.

50 mins $565.00
80 mins $55.00
76 mins $68.00
84 mins $69.00‘
52 mins $65.00

54 mins $55.00

& New Ldisss) — -
HENDOVA {both in ona casseﬂe) B.&.W, $55.00
THE FRENCH CAMPAIGN, — INVASION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE $55.00
NAPLES TO CASSINO — SAN PEITRO (Both in one cassetta) $55.00
SICILY TO NAPLES — OPERATION SEAGULL {Both in one cassette) $55.00
THE FIGHT FOR THE SKY (U.S. Fighter in action over Germany),
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED (Both in one cassette) $55.00
AIR SIEGE (Bombing of the PLOESTI CIL REFINERIES by the
U.S. Airforce during World War Il

Appr. 50 mins $55.00
THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY AND CORAL SEA — AXIS SMASH IN AFRICA
GERMAN INVADES AUSTAIA — WAR AT SEA, GRAF SPEE SCUTTED

(All four in one cassette) B.&.W.
NAVAL LOG OF VICTORY — CAMERAS THRILLS OF THE WAR 80 mins $85.00
AIR OPERATION {RAF} — SHIPS OF U.5. NAWY — CASABLANCA

CONFERENCE ITALY SURRENDERS (All four in one cassette) B.&.W. &0 mins $85.00

Other rare World War I, 1, Korean, Vistmnam and Fatkl War D l.uo
available in Home Video Cassettes. ... The above prices for BETA and VHS Cassams
Postage & lnsu.rancs $2.00 per Cassetfie.

PETER SCOTT
P.0. BOX 561, NEUTRAL BAY, N.5.W. 2083

Appr. 80 ming $65 [ve]




MARITIME WING ARMY
SCHOOL OF TRANSPORT
A THUMBNAIL SKETCH

Major R.W. Pridmore

Submarine Miners.

Chowder Bay. as the barracks has always been known
through its numerous changes of owner units, was built in
1890-91 as the Submarine Miners Depot. Even then, the
Georges Head/Chowder Bay ares had had a continuous
military presence for some 100 years, with guns emplaced at
Georges Head in the 1790s, improved in 1801 and 1841 toa
line of barbette batteries from Chowder Bay to Georges
Head,

Now classified by the National Trust, the original build-
ings of stone and Australian cedar looked over the unspoilt

Chowder Bay during WW2.
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Chowder Bay and Clifton Gardens vista, then occupied only
by a hotel and the pleasure garden buildings. Clifton Gardens
is now an expensive harbourside suburb whose residents view
Chowder Bay with a proprietary interest, occasionally tele-
phoning or writing to the OC/SI with suggestions relevant to
noise and visual effects. (Note: The most recent letter com-
plains of the colours chosen to repaint the facility, stating
that ‘obviously some isolated and bored public service trendy
is being allowed to stuff-up the harbour foreshore’), Present-
ly, some half million dollars R & M has been allocated, and
work has started on restoring Chowder Bay to showpiece
condition. Built-in verandahs are to be restored to original
condition, and the yellow and brown colour scheme is that
of the 1890 period, and is approved by the National Trust,

Chowder Bay has in turn been a Submarine Miners Depot
{the Submarine Miners Corps were a shortlived amalgamat-
ion of the Engineering Corps and the Torpedo and Signalling
Corps), a Royal Australian Engineer Depot, an Anti—Airgraft
and Fortress Wing (of the School of Military Engineering),
and in 1943 became the Transportation Wing of SME, to
train deck officers, marine engineers and seamen. The name
changed in 1949 to Transportation Centre RAE, in 1973 to
Transportation Centre RACT, and in 1978 to Maritime Wing
of the Army School of Transport, when Movements instruct-
ion was removed to Puckapunyal. In 1981, Diving instruction
was added to the Wing’s role.

Role

The Wing’s role is to conduct individual training courses in
four areas of Army operations: Seamanship and Navigation,
Terminal Operations, Marine Engineering, and Army Diving
(excluding Special Action Forces Diving). As such, only half
of our courses are RACT trade oriented. Even the Seaman-
ship section instructs RACT and non-RACT courses, includ-
ing Australian National Antarctic Research Expedition
(ANARE) training, training Dept of Tpt civilian amphibian
operators, and all corps seamanship and navigation training
for non-RACT smallcraft/safety craft, We run 21 different
types of courses with some 40 courses scheduled per year,
but our outdated establishment and Army manpower restrict-
ion limit us to running less courses than scheduled. We have
only 13 instructors; our remaining staff relate to training
admin and general admin duties, and in fact, we have some
15 OR supernumerary to provide enough drivers, seamen,
storemen, and coord clerks to operate at nearscheduled
levels of training. We also administer a second school, the
Army School of Instructional Training, located within
Chowder Bay barracks, and ‘under command for local admin.’

Personalities

The Wimg’s senior personnel include:

OC/ST MAJ Ralph Pridmore (don’t mention ‘light’ or ‘colour’
— he'll give you an earbashing, or ‘manpower’ — he’ll
weep).

21C CAPT Linda Bates {(an expert on admin, especially dis-
charging the slack and idle).

CAPT Instr Warren Young RAE (Chief of the ‘bubbles’,
breaks into song after two beers; came from 18 Fd Sgn
RAE).

CAPT Instr Alan Galt (runs 19 different types of courses a
year, drives a Datsun 2407 and is learning to fly planes).
WO1 Instr Brian Hart RAEME (still thinks he’s a Ginger
Beer watchkeeper engines; PMC of Maritime Wing SGTs’
Mess, which has over 100 members including a dozen

local units).

WSM W02 Bob McAdoo (one of our few ‘rubber wheels’
men, golf and darts player extraordinaire).

ROMS WO2 Alan Seymour (loves being here, came to us
from an easy boring job in RHQ 10 Tml Regt).

WO2 Trg Development ‘Stretch’ Harper (another ‘rubber
wheels’ man, came from AST Puckapunyal. Keeps our
courses developing on the right tracks).

WO?2 Instr Jim Wright (the old man of the sea).

WO?2 Instr Greg Guy (the younger man of the sea).

WO2 Instr ‘Mungo’ McCabe RA Inf (ex SAS, tells tall tales,
hates civilians).

Recent Events

A couple of recent events constitute “firsts’. On Anzac
Day, 25 Apr 82, our regular Anzac Dawn Service included
the dedication (by COL Ken Duncan RL) of the Australian
Army Maritime Memorial. The plague reads:

‘DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF FALLEN
COMRADES IN ARMY MARITIME OPERATIONS®

This wording was chosen, with advice from COL R. Mair
MBE, Hon COL Comdt RACT, to encompass all corps pers-
onnel engaged in Army maritime work, past and present,
including divers, craft engineers, stevedores, seamen, port
construction engineers and vehicle/plant/MHE operators.
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The firsi known casualties were in 1894 when a mine accident
killed two soldiers. Other casualties occurred during service
in Tobruk, PNG, The Solomons, Moratai, Timor, Bomeo,
Japan and Vietnam.

On 26 Mar 82, the OR Club held an Other Ranks Dining
In Night, partly to enjoy a good night and partly as training
for eventual membership of a SGTs. Mess. Of course, Corp-
orals Dining In Nights are old hat in many corps, but an OR
Dining In Night organised by and for corporals and privates

is believed to be a ‘first’ in the RACT. (We would be glad
to hear of counter claims). Invited guests included the OC/SI
and the OR Club Supervising Officer, then CAPT Dennis
Ayoub. CPL Maggie Strolin, AACC, was a firm but fair
Dining President. Stewards and drink waiters were WO/SGT
volunteers from the Wing and local units, and even one
Captain volunteered (Warren Young, now the Club Super-
vising Officer). Diggers who at first were embarrassed to
order table service from an RSM posing as a drink waiter,
quickly learnt the correct procedure when their waiter told
them, ‘My name is sfeward, not sir. Now sir, did you want
the claret or the riesling?”

On the 9 Jul 82 the OR Club repeated the performance
with an OR Mixing Dining Night. Again, WO/SGT volunteers
were exemplary stewards. Both nights were extraordinarily
successful, and the invited puests found the Other Ranks
were able to enjoy themselves with more dignity and better
manners than most officers or sergeants in their respective
messes! Both nights were paiticularly enjoyable for all con-
cerned, diners and stewards, because of the novelty of the
situation’s reversat of roles. The WO/SGT stewards were
willing to volunteer because they saw the occasions as mag-
nificent opportunities to repay the OR for their steward-
ship during SGTs’ Mess functions.

Major Pridmore was comumissioned as a Second Licutenant
in Jun 64 and aliotted to RAFE. After his first posting to 30
Port Squadron he occupied a variety of RAE appointments
including command (Captain) of 21 Engr Spt Tp until in
Jun 73 he was re-allotted RACT. Since then he has aitended
the Roval Military College of Science and served as Ops Offr
10 Tml Gp and SO2 (Ops{Trg) HQ FF Comd (RACT). He is
currently Senior Instructor, Maritime Wing but resigns from
the Army on 11 June 83.

&,

Stewards {from left): Capt. W. Young RAE, W02 Mick Jones AACC,
W1 Joe Clapham RACT.

Diners (from left): Maj. R. Pridmore {Wing OC/S1), Cpl. Maggie Strolin
(PMC), Capt. D. Ayoub (Wing 21C).
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MOTOR
WRECKER

* Wrecking of all medel cars
* | arge range of parts available
* Selling of top class used cars

F.J. MURRAY

19 Emily Street, Seymour, 3660.
(057) 92 2531
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Dept of Motor Transport
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t Wishes to all Army personnel
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CANUNGRA HOTEL

(Barry and Marj. Pearman, Mine Hosts)

lcy Cold Beer on Tap;
Full Range of Wines & Spirits;
Accommodation at Reasonable Rates;
Counter Lunches — Counter Teas

PHONE (075) 43 5233

SPRING TIME
DRY CLEANERS

27A Glenquarie Shopping Centre,
McQuarie Fields,

Shop 4B Nardoo Street,
Ingleburn.

605 8416

Fully experienced in Army Uniforms
Best wishes to alf Army Personnel
All Army Repairs etc., Catered For
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Civic Gardens

MOTOR INN

A Centrally Located Motel Opposite Robertson Park
(One block from the Post Office without Highway traffic noise)

* 46 Air-conditioned units
¢ Colour TV, Fridges, direct dialing phones and
tea-making facilities in all rooms
¢ Licensed Restaurant open 6 nights a week at 6.30pm
* Breakfast served in Restaurant from 6.30am or in your rooms
PO Box 970, Orange, NSW. 2300

245/247 LORD’S PLACE, ORANGE, NSW,

PHONE: (063) 62 1600
Telex: 63718
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SELECT SQUASH & IMPACT GYM

® 5 Courts — 2 Glass Back ® Impact Gymnasium

* Sauna * Spa ®* Swimming Pool ® Open 7 Days A Week
Weekend Rates For Army Personnel $15 a head
includes gym, squash, sauna, spa, & racquet hire. Daily
Rates $10.

10% Discount to Army Personnel on presentation of
identification and above advertisement

224 HIGH ST., KANGAROO FLAT, 3555
BENDIGO (054) 47 8682
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PUCKAPUNYAL

TENDER MEATS PTY LTD

Quality Smallgoods. Delivery At No Extra Cost
In Local Area Bulk Meat Order. Pre-Packing

Family Sq., Puckapunyal 3662
{057) 93 1304
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WAGGA WAGGA
If transferred to
KAPOOKA
Contact Breust’'s Real Estate For
Flats & houses for rent
Our Staff will welcome your enquiry about
accommodation in Wagga Wagga
Woe also have an excellent range of Houses for Sale
CNR EDWARD AND FITZHARDINGE STREET,

WAGGA WAGGA PH (068) 21 4842

SALES
SERVICE
SPARES

wu'rnns

D.L.N. 6386

HUNTER VALLEY

MERCEDES BENZ2
DEALER

® Motor Cars ® Trucks ® Tractors
MUSWELLBROOK

43 3066

113 Maitland Street, Muswellbrook
(After Hours: Muswellbrook 43 1763)
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SOUTH TREES
WELDERS

General Engineering — Pipe Fabrication
Specialized X-Ray Welding — Site Erecting

P.O. Box 74, Anson Close,
Gladstone, Queensland, 4680

Phone: (079) 79 1913
After Hours: (079) 78 1064

L »

LION HOTEL

WE SERVE BEER
at its BEST!

MACKNADE

¢ Icy Cold Beer on Tap ¢ Good
Range of Wines and Spirits

* Accommodation at Reasonable
Rates ® Counter Lunches

TELEPHONE
(077) 77 7108

Vale
Butchery

Sides of Beef, Victorian Lamb, Meat
Trays a Speciality for Sporting and
Social Clubs. Bulk Lots a Speciality.

206b Ross River Rd
Aitkenvale, Townsville,
Qld. 4814

Phone Orders Welcome
on 79 1216

MERSEY SHEET
METAL WORKS

Radiator Specialists, Tank Makers,
All Types of Sheet Metal Work,
Ventilating, Ducting

MERSEY SHEET METAL
WORKS

102 York Street, Devonport, Tas.

TELEPHONE
(004) 24 4196

Kindly Sponsored by

FROZEN FOOD SERVICES
& A.R.B. CELLARS

(Mon Alcoholic Wines and Beers)

* Hotels, Restaurants, Service Clubs, Caterers
* Specialists in Fresh Seafcods * Supplying
Seafoods (Imported), Poultry, Vegetables, Canned
Goods and Cooking Qils and all other Catering
Requirements

12 Primrose Street, Sherwood, 4075
Telephone: 379 8455

WMMES} :
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TALK
BACK

with Brigadier P.J. Greville,
CBIE, BE psce, TN, FIEA, FCIT, {RL)

i’ S i

This is the second part of the interview, The first part was
pueblished in PAR ONERI No 6 of September 1982,
Unfortunately limited space has forced the exclusion of some
questions from this portion, but only those which overlap
published questions have been omitied. {ED)

Would you care to comment on the development of the RACT
sintee its formation in June 19737

Well, 1 came back from Vietnam early in 1972 and | was
really DTPT-OPS. When the Corps was formally formed
Brigadier Bunting shifted sideways to do a study and I be-
came the Acting Dir:ctor and then the Director. I was reall
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apart from the first day, actually the Director for the firs.
eighteen months of the Corps’ history. The formation of the
RACT meant the disbandment of two fine organisations —
the Service Corps and the Transportation Service. Many of
those who came into the new Corps had worked with great
eneigy and fierce loyailty for those other two organisations.
I think it is a credit to all concerned that the birth of the new
Corps was effected with so little rancour and with such
cnthusiasm on the part of most. The welding of the Corps
has been the greatest achievement of the Corps since its
formation together with the professional way it has tackled
the education of its officers into both fields of transport
previously covered by each of the original Corps — that is
the physical distribution of supplies by RAASC and the bulk
line-haul operation, mainly by civilian means, of the Trans-
portation Service. Now the RAASC provided a very essential
service to the combat soldier, That service had to be recreat-
ed particularly as we were shaping up an Army for the De-
fence of Australia which required normal mobile operations
dependent upon read transport. Now, although many Ord-
nance Corps officers still believe otherwise, the creation of
the combat supplies sub-units under the command of RACT
units was the only way to do it and I think that getting that
right was a particular achievement of the Corps. The Army
organisation that we inherited, inhibited the proper develop-
ment of the Corps. There is still confusion about relative
responsibilities between HQ Fd Force Comd and HQ Log
Comd. I think the Army School of Transport at Puckapunyal
ts organisationally remote from the Director which is a pity
and | think that excepting 4, 5 and 6 Military Districts the
senior Movements and Transport Officers are not on the staff
of the District Commander and this leads to misunderstand-
ing and inefficiency. The Chief of Defence Force Staff told
me during Kangaroo 81 that the Defence Movements Co-
ordination Centre operations room should have been back
to back with the Joint Staff operations room. This is the
first indication that 1 have had that a senior officer of any
of the three Services had come to fully understand what
Movements was all about. Therefore, if senior officers can
learn that, Army may well learn again the principles of
Command and Administration.

Do youw have any other comments to make on the future
changes within the Corps that you would see as being bene-
ficial to its continued development?

No, 1 think that the basic elements of the Corps are sound.
The biggest thing the Corps has got to hang onto by example
and performance is the combat distribution role because no
one else can do the job. That is fundamental to the proper
functioning of the Combat Zone and Administration in the
Combat Area. I think that we have got to maintain our
Terminal capability because no matter what blows up we will
require that capability either in the home port of Sydney
or somewhere in the area of operations to be able to accept
whatever is coming in. I think and I presume this is still going
on, that the affinity between the Air Dispatch units and the
Terminal Group has been retained, is that right?

What about a comment on the movement system that has
grown quite incredibly since the formation of the RACT in
1973, Have you any comments to make on this development?

Well | think it will be a good thing if we get Movements
Staffs on all the Administrative Headquarters as | have said
before, and that we do have a Movement Control Service
which I think should be an Army Office unit with its sub-
sections spread over that nine or ten Movements areas that we
have got. There is not too much involved in doing that and |
would say that in some areas there is justification for using

the Movement Control Senior Service Officer as the staff
officer, He just has to operate both the Stalf and Service
function. Indeed, when you get down to a small area such
as 7 MD he might even have to run the eight or so vehicles
of the Transport Section -as well, but, whatever the size of
the organisation, I believe there is great advantage to be had
in getting the Movement Staff into the General Staff struct-
ure, Then, no matter what operation is being planned, auto-
matically the G, A or Q staff officer turns around to the
Movement fellow and gets him in eaily, so that the planning
is done with due regard to all ‘Movement’ implications.

During your service career you were renowned for vour total
involvement in a wide variety of issues both within and out-
side the Army. As a civilian one would expect that other
more different causes now attract your concern. Would you
care to expand on pne or two of these?

Well I am afraid that my involvement with the Adelaide
Advertiser has kept me wrapped up in Defence and I think it
is fair to say that while they are not earth-shattering articles
they have created sufficient interest for me to keep on going,
but not sufficient money to make it really worth my while
doing it. However, I don’t really think I have had much time
to really think about anything else,

Basically are your concerns the same as they were prior to
vour leaving the Army?

Fairly much so I think. If 1 had got another job or some-
thing like that I might become involved in other things, but
I haven’t, so I have stuck with this,

On reflecting on your military career then, what do you class
as your greatest achievement and in what posting did you
achieve the most satisfaction?

Well, 1 thought about that, [t is fair to say I enjoyed all
my Army postings but I didn’t perform well as a Platoon
Commander in 1 RAR in Korea and therefore derived little
satisfaction from that posting but | did learn a lot about war,
and command, and human nature and many other things. |
suppose as Director of Transportation — Army [ had my first
taste of Army Headquarters. With little experience and a very
small staff we were able to give the Transportation Service
an accepted role, a doctrine, organisations and equipment,
and those formed the basis of Movements and Transportation
support for our forces in Borneo and Vietnam. My prede-
cessor in that job, Brigadier Douglas Roche had concentrated
on producing a small but growing number of well-trained
officers and NCOs. They were to serve the Army well and in-
deed many are now serving the civil transport industry in a
creditable fashion. Many, of course, are still serving in the
Army in the Royal Australian Corps of Transport. When I
went to pack up and backload our Force out of Vietnam it
was a comfort to know that Tony Hallett was Director of
Movements and that he had made all the necessary decisions,
decisions which served us very well. And, when the Vietnam-
ese contractors to the Americans in the Port of Vung Tau
could not be made to care about foot and mouth and other
potential problems, it was a comfort to be able to turn
around to the small element of the Terminal Group and tell
them that in future we would do our own stevedoring which
we did. So, [ think that if I have any claims to have done
anything, getting the Transportation Service properly organ-
ised for the 60s and 70s was probably my greatest achieve-
ment. As the last Commander at Vung Tau I experienced a
great sadness to be packing up and leaving the Vietnamese
people to their grisly faie. At the same time | was proud
of what the Australian Force had achieved and 1 believe

history will reverse some of the commonly held community
attitudes to our participation in that war. 1 had great satis-
faction in winding that particular operation up without get-
ting any criticism from the auditors or the Australian Health
Authorities or the Australian Customs Authorities and [
think the last of the Australian Force in Vietnam did a pretty
remarkable job. Fundamentally, of course, I'm a Sapper and
I did enjoy the battle both at Duntroon and in Sydney, for
decent accommodation tor our ofticers and soldiers. | would
like to be able to claim much success but 1'm afraid | cannot,
but perhaps in some small way | managed to alleviate some
of the difficulties. Service in the 70s at Army and in Defence
did not give me either satistaction or much feeling of achieve-
ment, but [ did thoroughly enjoy commanding the 4th Milj-
tary District especially after I’d reorganised my Headquarters
to reflect the principle of one Commander of one Staff.

De you have any other particular comments to make on your
career?

I do think the Army is a tremendous organisation because
it keeps shifting you about and you are able to see all sides of
the coin as it were. One day you are down atl the unit and
grizzling about the people in the Headquarters and the next
you are in the Headquarters grizeling about what those
unit soldiers are doing. I think that while ever we stick to
that particular system of giving our officers a range of jobs
which see them through the Command and Staff environ-
ments, it will continue to be the type of organisation that
will greatly benefit the development of our officers and
which will also best serve Australia both in peace and war,

With the change in Defence emphasis towards local protect
ion of Australian Territory, much has been said in both polit-
feal and military circles of the need to make more use of
civilian infrastructure. Would you care to comment on what
you see as the guiding principles of civilian infrastructure
involvement as they would affect the RACT?

Well, [ could just make a gencral statement first on that, |
think there is a real danger of the Army under-utilising the
civilian infrastructure. As far as RACT is concerned, [ belicve
it has a duty to develop the utmost civil capability in the
transport field to support the nation in war. Now, RAE for
example, developed as part of its supplementary reserve
programme a Railways Regiment; unfortunately, the General
Staff disbanded it a yeuar or so before we were pulled out of
the jungles of Asia. With all the railways in financizal trouble,
this is not a propitious time to re-raise that regiment but it
should be done eventually. Furthcrmore, large transport
firms should be invited to raise supplementary reserve line
haul regiments and yacht squadrons for cxample, to raise
water transport units, Some attempts should also be made to
see if the Waterside Workers Federation would enter the
supplementary reserve scheme. Having said all that, there are
limitations on the use of Reserve during industrial disputes
and the Regular Army must possess sufficient transport to
give it an independent capability to perform whatever the
Government demands of it in such situations. The record of
some unions in the Second World War, let alone the wars
against communism in Malaya, Borneo, Korea and Vietnam
leave us in no doubt that an independent capability is re-
quired in such circumstances. 1 believe that the Army has 4
particular responsibility to cquip itself for the combat areas
and the L of C within the area of operations. It must do this
with a combination of Regular and Reserve capability and it
must be able to understand the difficulties facing civilian
operators within the area of operations and be able to make
the best use of them in all situations. By that [ mean we have
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got to look after their drivers; we have got to be able to give
them reasonable protection and reasonable living conditions
while we turn their transport about. RACT must be highly
visible within the civilian transport industry and for this
reason all RACT members should be encouraged to be active
members of the Chartered Institute of Transport and to par-
ticipate in transport symposiums and the like. Of course,
RACT personnel have got to fully understand what is going
on in the civil world because whereas it takes us ten years to
get a piece of equipment, it takes civil companies two board
meetings, So they are likely to be pushing ahead with things
that we can’t get through our Defence system in a compar-
able time frame.

Do you see the Chartered Institutre of Transport as the best
possible key to the RACT involvement with the civilian
transport infrastructure?

Well, T think there are two levels, | think the Chartered
Institute of Transport is to RACT what the Institution of
Engineers is to the Royal Australian Engineers and RAEME,
It is the professional society in which the officers of the
Corps should be mixing and be known in, and through whom
they get the contacts to know what is going on in the civilian
community. But it is equally important that the Director
General of Movements and Transport in Defence, and the
Director of Movements, and the Director of Transport —
Army, get into the national transport co-ordinating bodies,
In fact the DGMOVT in Defence is now a member of the
Transport Industries Advisory Council (TIAC).

Do you see any trends within civilian transport that you con-
sider govern the future or capability of Army transport?

Well, transport accounts for about 25 per cent of the
nation’s cnergy consumption and virtually all of this energy
is supplied by liquid fuel. RACT must develop energy comn-
servation policies and practices. It must seek more efficient
torms ol transport, seek the use of alternative fuels and
above all, have a highly efficient movements organisation
available to move the Services and to assist the civil commun-
ity to control and co-ordinate its movements in an emergen-
cy. RACT officers must keep abreast of all civil develop-
ments and establish close liaison with the Defence Science
Organisation to cnsure that their needs are kept to the fore,
within the Science and Technology Orpanisation. -

Basically just kecping up with the developments as they are
happening; you don't sec any at the moment that may have
any impact on our future?

No, well 1 think that the more we operate in Northern
Australia, the more we will better understand what our trans-
portation problem is. 1 suspect myself that there is a bigger
place for hovercraft, particularly in the wet season in Northern
Australia. I have believed since 1963 in the desirability of
having an amphibious ship to shore capability and I believe
since the early 70s that this is increasingly more capable of
being met by hovercraft than it is by wheeled amphibians
for the particular problems we have got over an extremely
flat breed of beaches with a large tidal range and an inter-
tidal gap of mangrove mud. 1 think that we should be doing
more to develop a hovercraft for that particular purpose.

If you had vour military career over again, what one single
aspect would you treat differently?

Well I might have some difficulty about that one. But if |
spare the time to think of the past in that way, | think may-
be | didn’t handle the Army Reorganisation and the Defence
Reorganisation as weéll as I should have. I certainly failed to
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achieve my objective and therefore one has to come to the
conclusion that one should have done it differently. | don’t
know how though. [ gave quite a lot of thought to resigning
and fighting it from outside, but 1 tended to think then, and
[ still do now, that that wasn’t the proper way to do it. If
everyone who disagrees with something gets out, then you
haven’t got a very inspiring set of people. On the other hand,
1I have not worked out how [ should have done this different-
y.

If vou have one word of advice to give a young officer com-
mencing his or her career in the RACT, what would that be?

Well, allow me to give two. The first one is Doctrina Vim
Promovet. That is the motto of the Royal Military College
and it is a very fine motto for any young officer to remember
— that Knowledge Promotes Strength. The second one is one
which my father gave to me many years ago and which |
still think is a particularly good practical rule for young
officers. That is, give as few orders as you must, but make
sure every one you give is obeyed.

1s there anything else in general that vou would like to men-
tion on any aspect, anything that we might not have covered
with the questions?

Well, I am contemplating writing a book, at least one
book, some time in the future. Unfortunately, my present
writing commitments don’t permit it. It will be on the in-
fluence of the Roval Enginecers in the development of the
Australian Celonies. But [ may write one on the History of
the Defence Organisation in Australia but it may prove to be
too doleful an experience. Yes, I would like to add one other
thing. I think the greatest part of one’s Army experience is
the fact that one is working with a large number of people
of all ranks who are more united than any other group in our
society. I would hate to see any Union or Asseciation formed.
I certainly don’t approve of the political activities of some of
the ladies organisations in this regard. Any Union or Assoc-
iation would split the responsibility that officers have for
their seldiers, and 1 think that would be the beginning of a
terrible disease within the Services. I think that we are
developing, within the Officer Corps, expertise in handling
the industrial aspects but there are many other aspects to
service besides those straight industrial ones and it is the
other ones that are the most important.

If ever officers lose that sense of responsibility for their
soldiers, the Services won't function. ! believe that one of the
most rewarding aspects of service is the loyalty that you get
from soldiers and officers alike, and 1 certainly remember
that probably more than anything else.

I think that we have now spoken enough.

. KIWI

% CONSTRUCTION Pty Ltd

: MACKAY ROAD, SARINA 4737
Foundation Drilling

Up to 1 metre diameter
& 6 metres deep

PHONE
(079) 56 1426

A Recommended Service
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Cheers To The Army

QUALITY BEER
& WINE MAKING
* TRADE & RETAIL WELCOME

AMATEUR WINE & BEER

MAKING SUPPLIES
PTY. LTD.

Manufacturers and Distributors For
“Aussie” Brand Products
Complete range of all ingredients equipment and
books readily available
Mail Orders Welcome . .
Open 7 Days A Week Milpara Shopping Centre
Visit Our Showrooms at

Parkridge (07) 297 0868
60a Henry Lawson Drive, Peakhurst, NSW B —— -
{02) 533 5952 or 534 5686 " AT RS ; =@ i

PERRETT COUNTRY
FEEDLOT BEEF

Specialised service to hotels, restaurants and guest
houses. Meat trays, bulk orders. Private kills, bacon
curing.

Reids Shopping Centre

1 Telemon Road, Beaudesert, Qld
Telephone: (075) 41 2331

Gleneagle Veresdale (075) 43 1205
Abattoirs (075) 43 1350

Centre 9, Shopping Centre,
William Street, Beaudesert
{075} 41 1016
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G & M GOZZARD
SMASH REPAIRS

HOLIDAY VILLAGE
FULL-SIZE TENNIS COURT — SWIMMING POOL

¢ Modern 30-unit building ® Passenger lift ® Carpeted units-
with tiled kitchens ® Spacious tiled bathrooms e Private
balconies * Ceiling fans ® Telephones » Colour TV ® Fully self-
contained kitchen * Daily dry-cleaning service * Covered car
park * Laundry equipped with automatic washing machines,
dryers, ironing facilities ® First-class accommodation at
moderate rates * Reception area » For guests’ convenience,
we have available a selection of smallgoods and drinks in
refrigerated cabinet » Magazines and newspapers * Gas
barbecue {complimentary} ® Location — very handy to City and
Main Highways

Holiday Village is Home Away from Home

Telephone: (07) 391 7411
Telex: AA 42228

Cnr Shafston Ave & Thorn St,
Kangaroo Point, Brisbane, Qld. 4169

* Panel Beating % Spray Painting
* 24 Hour Towing

Specialising in Citreon Repairs

15 Isa Street,
Fyshwick, A.C.T.
(Rear Z.Y.G. Bookbinding)

Phone: (062) 80 4001
A.H. 88 8156

(Contractors to Govt. Depts.)

D. & M. GERMANO
MFG PTY. LTD.
Manufacturers of top quality jeans and

working clothes.
Suppliers to Commonwealth Departments

27 Eton Street, North Perth, W.A. 6006
Telephone: (09) 444 6979
Best Wishes to All Armed Personnel

Kindly sponsored by .
MOTEL OASIS

Air-conditioned, colour TV, all ground floor
urits. Restaurant specialising in a-la-carte
menu. All units have telephone, telex, and
video movies. Fridge, radio, tea and coffee-
making facilities, heated pool. Bankeard,
Diners' Club, American Express

50 WALTER ROAD,
{(Brisbane Highway)

SEYMOUR PASSENGER SERNICES
KINGAROY, QLD.

PTY. LTD.

TELEPHONE
For enquiries regarding hire of buses, hire & drive 071)
vehicles. 62 2126, 62 2399

For Quotes Ring Seymour (057) 92 1181
Ring or call in to 7 Wallis Street, Seymbpur
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REPCO COOL. DRIVE
AUTOMOTIVE AIR

CONDITIONING .
* Integrated * Underdash * Commercial

Available through . . . |
REPCO AUTO PARTS — :
Phone: 645 0011 r
DYNAMIC AUTO ACCESSORIES —
Phone: 645 0011
TRADERS AUTO SPARES —
Phone: 646 5000
Other Major Air-Conditioning Distributors
Finance available for
both dealers and their clients

PHONE: 645 0011
REPCO ACCESSORIES
299 CANTERBURY ROAD,
BANKSTOWN 2200
PHONE: 77 0691

r-------------
lcy Cold Beer on Tap
Visit our pleasant Beer Garden and BBQ area
‘ QLD. 4821
1 i 1 f R N 1 F B K B B |
Specialists in All Automotive Repairs. Large Stock of @
and balancing. Best price in the district on
Doctor at Blamey Ave., Puckapunyal 3662

% MITCHELL BROTHERS
Full Range of Wines & Spirits
Tasty Counter Lunches 12-1.30pm and 6-7pm
Telephone: (077) 41 1256
McLaren Street, Hughenden,
PUCKAPUNYAL
MOTORS
Spare Parils on all makes — models including truck
parts, including servicing, tuning, whee! alignment
Commodores, Sigma, Ford, Mitsubishi Vans and we
can organise finance for you so see Ray the Car
{057 93 1281 |
A LN
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SEYMOUR JEANERY

FULL RANGE OF JEANS & CORDS

All the popular Name Brands, Complete Range of
Lee, Levi, Amco, Blues Union, Bluegrass, Faberge,
Sandi Surf in all sizes, large or-small.

Dressy Jackets and Dressy Pants for that special
night out

FOR GUYS & GIRLS WEAR

CEYMOUR JEANERY, KEITH ST., SEYMOUR 3660
PHONE: (057) 92 1378

SEYMOUR AUTO SPARES Pty Ltd

Engine Reconditioners

LLLLLLN LA LT DL LR L LT LTI T
LLLLLLL LD L L LT T
LR LT EREN L LT PR L LT
L LR RR N TR LT LT LR N T

k. d

Complete Engine Recondition, Crank, Camshaft,
Grinding, Mechanical & Radiator Repairs, Brakes —
Clutches, All Spare Parts, Start To Finish
So Call In
We're the One Stop Shop

38 HIGH ST., SEYMOUR (057) 92 1344,
Y I I T I T TR R SR T T E TR

BILOELA
CARAVAN
PARK

¢ Very spacious sites
s [arge swimming pool
* Service shop ()n-sirf‘r Barbeoues,
Central Queensland's most
up-fo-date caravan park

Dawson Highway, Biloela
4715

PHONE (079) 92 1211

Compliments of . . .

Katoomba
Pine & Whitewood

107 KATOOMBA STREET,
KATOOMBA, 2780

Pine and Whitewood
Furniture

Phone (047)
82 2353

|

THE BRIDGE CAFE
& TAKE-AWAYS

at the Mobil Service Station
CEDAR STREET, COOROY, 4563

OFFERS
Eat in or Take-away Mouthwatering
Hamburgers, Fish-n-chips, Cut Sandwiches,
Jaffles

RING YOUR QRDER THROUGH

Phone No. (071) 476 375

Q“;/// :MONUMzElﬁghig
PTY LTD

Freestone Quarry Helidon. All types
conventional and lawn memorials.
Specialists in memorials

82 Mort St., Toowoomba, Qid.
Phone: (076) 32 3822

R 5 L R L e e TN
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GRAND CENTRAL
HOTEL

69 Main Street,
Proserpine, 4800.

* Cold ale on tap always

* Tasty Counter Meals

12-1.30 pm & 6-7 pm

* Good, Clean Accommaodation at
cheap rates

* Don't forget your home supplies

Telephone (079) 45 1021

THE PHOENIX BISCUIT
COMPANY PRESENT -

THE
BETTER

BISCUIT
BAKERY

s o | )
203 =2

THE FAMILY FAVOURITES
Manufaciurers of
Weston Biscuits, Ryvita, Top Taste Cakes and “Mrs. Polly's™ Fruit Cakes

Grosvenor St., Abbotsford, PH 428 2166 428 5140

= MOBILE VANS
# OUTDOOR CATERING

Army Functions Specially Catered For
Generous Discounts will Apply Ring
Dixie on

(O2) 53 7217

PHILLIP CATERING & HIRE SERVICE
17 Henry Lawson Drive,
Peakhurst, 2210.

HOBBIES
INTERNATIONAL

Specialists in:

Radio Controlied, Planes, Gliders, Yachts,
Cars, Power Boats, Model Trains, Slot
Cars, Balsa and Ply Sheets, Plastic Kits.

188 Victoria Street,

‘Mackay, 4740

PHONE: 57 6513 (079)

Lic. Builder No: 32036
Commercial & Domestic
Additions and Renovations

JOE BRIFFA — SUPERVISOR
{Superviscr No. {1 472)

PHONE: 604-7401

Regional Engineer — 9 years in Liverpool
Free Quotes to all Army Personnel
Best Wishes to Alf Army Personnel



1982 —
THE YEAR OF THE CAMEL

By CPL T L Hgnpan

I

/

A warm summes’s morning in Puckapunyal finds an
asscmbly of green-clad figures reluctantly paraded on a bitu-
men covered compound. The men of 26 Transport Squadron
have returned from Christmas leave en massc. Horror! They
are confronted by an almost entirely new array of leaders, To
a man they stand in silent uncertainty. All minds think as
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one. Could this signal the beginning of the elusive “swan”
that all diggers dream of? All doubts are quickly dispelled. A
rigorous PT programme soon takes its toll on the more
obvious effects of the festive season. Drivers, cooks and
clerks alike are found grunting through battle runs and dang-
ling perilously from ropes. Yes, it was going to be another

one of those years.

Prevention is better than cure. Early 1982 saw the Squad-
ron successfi lly combating the bane of any peace-time army;
inactivity. Each sub-unit went its own way and in a short
time were all involved in constructive tasking. Sections of 86
Tpt Tp provided support to Basic Officer’s courses and 3
Cadet Gp. Drivers seemed  at times to extract a form of
sadistic pleasure as they confidently (and safely) displayed
their vehicle’s capabilities to their captive passengers. 87 Tpt
Tp went into the landscaping business when they were task-
ed by the Regional Engineer to dump top soil for lawn dress-
ing around Puckapunyal and Seymour. This also proved
beneficial in providing new members of the troop with further
experience in dumping operations.

Members of 158 Tpt Tp became involved in public relat-
ions when they moved tanks of the 1st Armoured Regiment
to Watsonia for the annual display. They found themselves
deluged by questions from interested members of the public
about their vehicles, trailers and so on. The troop will still
deny that they enly sent short soldiers on this task so that
their Leylands would look bigger. As always these activities
and more were to provide the support elements of the Squad-
ron with more than their fair share of nightmares and head-
aches. Workshops efforts were-apparent in the unit’s sustain-
ed vehicle availability. And what of Headquarters? Weli
someone had to administer this whole exercise in organised
confusion, didn’t they? Besides, Headquarters personnel had
something special in store for them.

June was to bring swarms of Musorians pouring across
Viestern New South Wales. HQ 26 Tpt Sqo was committed
to battle along with HQ elements of 9 Tpt Regt and 18 Tpt
Sqn. Mobility was the lesson to be learnt on Exercise Border-
time. Fach day brought movement to a new location. An air
attack was effected as the convoy snaked across the plains.
The importance of camouflage was strongly emphasised with
every overnight stop. Darkness fell and temperatures dropped
below zero. All ranks settled into their evening ritval and
stood to, Each night a terse voice crackled over a dozen K-
phones; “Exercise Cease”. Ever-vigilant diggers reacted in-
stinctively: lights on, boots off, brew up. War is hell. The
strain of the exercise was alleviated by an interlude spent in
the exotic oasis of Cobar. Thirsty squadron members were
released on an unsuspecting populace. As was to be expected,
all concerned behaved in a manner befitting the Australian
soldier,

Be prepared to move! Will it be by air, sea or rail? All ODF
members of 26 Tpt Sqn were to form part of the Transport
Squadron of the First Logistic Support Group. They, along
with various other elements of the corps, were to be assessed
on their readiness to move into an operational area. Exercise
Steady Pack revealed much about the administrative and
logistic preparation necessary to complete such a mcve.
Apart from this, it also gave Puckapunyal based soldiers a
chance to deploy to the Long Bay Rifle Range, only minutes
from the centre of Sydney. The effects of schooners. RSL’s
and the dreaded Kings Cross were evident on several morn-
ings. Overall, however, the efforts of everyone involved in
the exercise inevitably paid their dividends. The squadron
received a clean bill of health and was deemed ready to move
within the given time,

September and Exercise Long Fall found 86 Tpt Tp face

to face with a variety of driving skills tests, the diversity of

which they may not have originally anticipated. Held in the
Big River country of North Eastern Victoria, it was the unit’s
first real exercise exverience with its newly acquired Macks.
The new 8 tormers successfully proved themselves in the field
side by side with their 5 tonner predecessors. Extreme variat-

ions in weather conditions saw the troop driving through
sunshine and snow in a single day. The poor condition of the
roads under these circumstances provide excellent (if not
hair-raising) opportunities to practise their recovery tech-
niques. Further experience was to be gained in a series of
wading and fording exercises. Soldiers-sailors were seen
merrily rowing across Lake Eildon perched atop tarpaulin
encased trailers, using shovels as paddles. Lven the most
cynical of sceptics was s.on sileniced when a land rover was
floated in the same way. ‘

The year’s training culminated in 26 Tpt Sqn’s participat-
ion in Exercise Mountain Plains, the annual regimental exer-
cise. Once again the squadron was not to function as a whole
unit. HQ and 86 Tpt Tp headed west to Warracknabeal. Here
the name of the game was to hide from aerial detection.
Curious. if not confused, civilians watched as armed troops
hid themselves and their vehicles in sheds, showgrounds, car
parks, main streets and a variety of other places. Congratu-
lations must go to the squadron’s operations staff who clever-
Iy established themseivesin the beer garden of the local hotel.
While this part of the exercise progressed through several
more deployments the remainder. of the squadron, 87 and
1538 Tpt Tps, had travelled east to deploy amongst the mount-
ains around Heyfield and Licola, To the relief of all concern-
ed this part of the exercise was not to be tactical. Their
primary lunction was to provide support 1o 22 Const Regi
{ARES) in road construction in the mountainous arca. Once
again, the presence of snow, rain and dust highlighted the ¢x-
tremes of their working conditions and made the task of driv-
ing a difficult one. Each day, 158’ Leylands hauled plant
equipment up snaking mountain roads to the construction
site at Mt Useful. At the samc time 87 would venture forth,
their tippers heavily laden, to do battle with local timber
truck drivers on the winding roads above Licola. As could
only be expected, potentially dangerous accidents did occur
but fortunately, no serious injurics were involved. At last,
they were joined by the rest of the squadron at Heyfield.
While 158 Tpt Tp remained to complete their tasking, the
rest wete able to return to Puckapunyal for the Regimental
Sports day. '

What did sonmeone once say about all work and no play?
Whatever it was. they could not have been thinking about 26
Tpt Sqn. Each year they contested with HQ 9 Tpt Regt and
their sister squadron, 18 Tpt Sqn for possession of the
Waggoners Cup. A win in the volleyball competition may
have only just slipped from the “Camels” grasp. Superior
performances however, followed suit in the 100m sprint,
the 3000m event and the tug-o’-war, Victory beyond dispute
finally went to the squadron when they emerged as victors
from the annual grudge Australian football match with 18
Tpt San. Insult was added to injury when, the next day, a
further win was gained in the annual regimental golf trophy,

1982 concluded with most squadron members dispersing

for a well carned rest on Christmas leave. The year had been
marked by a series of beneficial exercises and tasks in
supporting roles that were too numerous to mention. The
year was also marked by the arrival of many new flaces
around the squadron as well as the departure of just as many
older ones who had been around the traps for some time.
26 Tpt Sqn now prepares to make 1983 as equaliy successiul
through their exercises and sporting activities. These efforts
had surcly combined to make 1982 “The year of the Camel”;
whilst 1983 has been designated “The year of the Super
Carmel”.
CPi, J.L. Hannan, who approprigtely in a mudti-roled, multi-
corps unit belongs to RAAOC, is the unit pay representative.
He enlisted on 24th July 1979 and after serving with 21 Sup
Bn was posted to 26 Tpt Sgn in Jun 81.

39



UNIVERSAL HOTEL
(Trevor UhI)

Both Beers on Tap — Friendly Atmosphere

GRAFTON STREET,
WARWICK, QLD 4370

Phone:
(076) 61 1770

DENMAN’S PARTY HIRE
IPSWICH

Tables, Chairs, Party Lights, Tents, Urns
Gas BBQ’s, Crockery, Glassware, Cutlery
etc.

122 BLACKSTONE RD.,
SILKSTONE 4304

(07) 281 5766
o®” %

.
STl E AR

By . ..
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Pauls
Homecentre
¢ Tools of Trade » PPrecision Tools
¢ Paints o Clectrical Appliances
¢ Kitchen wares
118 Henry St., Penrith,
N.S.W. 2750

Phone (047) 32 1555
L 1 F R R F R 0 R R R R E R B 0 ]

%

THE DIAMOND MINE
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Manufacturing Jewellers

Pewter &
Beer Mugs
Sceiko wWatohes
Clocks
Cryvstal

Silver
Imported Gold

Specialising in:
Lngagement,
Erernity Rings
and Diamond
arrings and
Pendants

10-25%
Discount
to Readers of
this book
— Just Ask

Shop 6, Appian Corner, Macquarie Street,
Liverpool, 2170

TELEPHONE: 602 8829
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COMPLIMENTS OF . ..

DISCOUNT
TYRES AND
WHEELS

182 GREAT WESTERN
HWY., KATOOMBA 2780

Phone (047) 82 1777

SEE US FCOR THE BEST DEAL

STEAM PACKET
HOTEL

For that

Old Fashioned Country Hospitality
Excellent Counter Meals
Accommodation Available

Good Range of

Wines, Spirits and Ales

NELLIGEN, NSwW 2536

Telephone:
(044) 72 4987

ALOHA
PARTY HIRE

Your One Stop Party Supply Shop
IParty Hire. Novelty Decorations and Tokens,
Disposable Tableware, Amusements,
Marquee, Tractor Train, Merry Go Round,
Dance Floor, Crockery and Cutlery, Chairs.,
Tables, Loud Hailers, Bar-B-Q. Spits.

41 Queens Rd., Everton Hills 4053
PHONE: (07) 353 2342
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Dollar Saver Store

SAVES YOU MONEY
Because We Import and Sell Direct

We Can Save You $5$ On

* CAR SOUND EQUIPMENT
* KITCHEN & TABLEWARE
* LEATHERGOODS

¢ HUGE RANGE OF TOYS
Many other discount lines too numerous to mention
FOR ENQUIRIES RING MARIA OR SPIRO. PH: 601 6989
OR CALL IN AT 235-237 NORTHUMBERLAND ST., LIVERPOOL

Show your ID and Receive a small gift with any purchase

RE-ROOFING SPECIALISTS

THE ROOF TILING
CENTRE

Builders’ Licence No. 25540

Supply & Fix
* Wunderlich Terra Cotta Roof Tiles
® Monier Cement Roof Tiles
Obligation Free Quotes
Bank Finance Available to Approved Clients

PHONE: 69 5446

AFTER HOURS:
52 3303, 52 3662, 57 0483

15 ANDERTON STREET,
ISLINGTON

T TTTIT IO TN I,

.
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* ALL ELECTRICAL GOODS

* MANCHESTER & BEDDING

* MENS, WOMEN'S & CHILDREN'S
CLOTHING

ALLAN DONNELLY
REAL ESTATE

Thinking of Renting or Buying?

FLATS — HOUSES

Contact Allan Donnelly on 602 9533
All Army Personal Specially Catered for

RAILWAY ARCADE,
247 GEORGE ST,
LINERPOOL.

(OFF GEORGE STREET)

NOEIL'S
TRANSPORT

Servicing Kulgera and outlying areas
with transport services and Mobil Oils
and Fuels

MOBIL

TRANSPORT ENQUIRIES
Tetlephone (089) 68 6991
{De Rose Hill Station) via Alice Sprints, N.T.

FUEL ENQUIRIES
Telephone (079) 68 3971
Mobil Depot, Kuigera, N.T.

|

Incorporating

BARRY R. HANCOCK & ASSOCIATES
Chartered Accountants —
Registered Tax Agents
have recently opened offices at
179 Bigge Street,

Liverpool, N.S.W. 2170
Telephone: 602 0733

Cnr. Oxford & Ingleburn Roads,
Ingleburn, N.S.W. 2565
Telephone: 605 7033
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RACT WITHIN THE ODF —
POSTAL SERVICES

By W02 G.P, Moffatt

An Army Field Post Qffice. From left to right: W02 {then SGT) Moffat,
LCPL Huni, RE (Longlook exchange), CPL Terrell,

The Army Postal Service provided by 1 Div Postal Unit
dates back te 1959, On 10 Dec 19635, postal responsibilities
were handed over from the Royal Australian Engineers to the
Royal Australian Army Service Corps and in Jan. 68. the
postal unit was named | Comm Z Postal Unit.

In June 1973 postal once again changed corps when the
Royal Australian Corps of Transport was formed and in
March 1974, 1 Comm Z Postal Unit became | Div Postal
Unit. The unit has since remained a Divisional Unit, and is
the only postal unit within the whole of the Defence Forces
in Australia,

In February 1980, the Federal Government announced
the formation of the Operational Deployment Ferce (ODF).
As many readers know, the ODF is formed from units of 3
Brigade located in Townsville,” with support from other
units and the RAAF located in other parts of Australia. With-
in the ODF, transport units play a vital part, not least of
which is the part played by 1 Div Postal Unit.

The aim of this article is to highlight the importance of
the Army Postal Service, not only in a day to day role but
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within an ODF deployment.

The primary role of 1 Div Postal Unit is to provide postal
support to the Division. Other functions of the unit are to:

a. provide postal support for all major exercises, normally
brigade size and above;

b. man the Military Post Office at Lavarack Barracks;

c. conduct postal courses and training when required:; and

d. provide postal support for the ODF.

The First Division Postal Unit peace establishment strength
is one officer and eight other ranks. This consists of the head-
quarters plus onc section of one SNCO and four CPLs.

For the ODF role, the unit is conmnitted in varying stages
depending upon the level of deployment. In the event of a
full scale deployment of the ODF, 1 Div Postal Unit would
be forced to curtail other activities such as the management
of the Military Post Office in Townsville.

The basic commitment by 1 Div Postal Unit to an ODF
deployment, is the deployment of the Battalion Group Postal
Section. Once a warning order has been issued by Field Force
Command via 3 Bde, the Bn Gp Postal Section comes under
direct control of HQ 3 Bde.

The Postal Section would normally move from Base Camp
to an Area of Operation by RAAF transport aircraft. As soon
as the Postal Section reached its destination it would set up
its Field Post Office within the HQ of the Brigade’s area of
responsibility,

Whilst the Field Post Office is intended to cater for all
services of a normal Post Office, the Bn Gp Postal Section
can in fact only offer a limited service due to the nature and
size of the Battalion Group. The services available are:

a. receipt of incoming and despatch of outgoing mail,
b. sale of postage stamps, and
¢. sale of money orders.

The main reason why services are limited, is because the
Bn Gp Postal Section does not have a direct link with Aust-
ralia Post, as would be the case in a large scale military exer-
cise. In addition, the size of the deployment probably does
not warrant any additional services.

17 the nature of the deployment warranted an increase of
manpower to support an operation, the second stage of the
ODF, the Brigade Group, would be deployed. In this case,
the Bde Gp Postal Section would deploy to the area of
operation (AO). As the deployment would have already been
operational for a period for at least two weeks, the interface
between Army Postal Service and Australia Post would by
then have been achieved by the Bde Gp Postal Section. This
would therefore allow the Post Office to offer wider services
which would include:

a, acceptance of both incoming and outgoing telegrams,

b. payment of money orders, and

¢. Commonwealth Savings Bank transactions with a maxi-
mum limit on withdrawals of §50 at any one time.

The above services are of course in addition to those
already provided by the Bn Gp Postal Section.

If it were decided that the ODF was to remain in situ for
an unspecified time, then the Logistic Support Group (LSG)

would be raised and deployed. Within the LSG, a further
four personnel of the Postal Unit would be deployed. This
would be the HQ of the Postal Unit consisting of the OC,
WO, SGT and PTE driver.

The LSG Postal Gp, would be expected to act in an advis-
ory capacity, working towards a continued relationship/
interface with Australia Post. During Exercise Kangaroo 81,
the LSG was exercised, and a Field Post Office was establish-
ed within the same location as HQ LSG. In addition, four
other Field Post Offices were established throughout the
exercise area in the Shoalwater Bay Training Area. In order
to achieve full manning of these Post Offices, resources
other than those of 1 Div Postal Unit, had to be used.

Before the Postal Unit procedes on any exercise within
Australia, permission must be obtained from Australia Post
to open and operate an Australian Forces Post Office (AFPQ)
in accordance with the Army/Australia Post Draft Agree-
ment. In the case of Kangaroo 81, permission was sought to
operate an AFPO approximately five months prior to the
exercise.

To successfully support any form of major exercise in-
cluding a full ODF deployment the importance of Postal
must be recognised throughout the Defence Force. In order
that any one of the postal detachments can quickly provide
the widest range of services possible, every effort is being
made with Australia Post to reduce the time required for
approval to operate an AFPO at any given time and place.

To alleviate the shortage of manpower in the Postal
Umt- when participating on a major exercise, and to maintain
a high degree/level of training in garrison, an increase in
establishment by one section (five ORs) would be warranted.

When the Federal Government made the decision to
establish the ODF, it was realised that the procedures and
associated work in establishing the ODF would not be easy.
The postal aspect is no exception,

Despite there being a number of areas to be improved
upon, and being hindered by its limited size, 1 Div Postal
Unit is always ready to provide postal support to hoth the
Division and the ODF.

[t has been established through years of various conflicts
and major exercises, that Postal plays an important role in
creating and maintaining high morale among troops. The
RACT Postal detachments within the ODF do their best
to ensure that they are no exception.

WO2 Moffart enlisted in May '68 after spending 3% years
with the PMG, Between basic training and 1973 W02 Moffat
served in a number of postal positions within Australia and
overseas in Vietnam and Singapore. In 1980 he was promo-
ted WOZ2 and appointed Postal Supervisor, 1 Div. Postal Unit.
He has been chief clerk in DTPT since September 1982,
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TRUCKING SUPPLIES
HEAVY DUTY TRUCK

WRECKERS 683 1366
We Specialise In:

SERVICE EXCHANGE, DIFFS & GEARBOXES also
BOGIE ACCESSORIES
29 VICTORIA RD,, PARRAMATTA, 2150

Sponsored By

JOHN CREAN

DRAPERY
Stockists of Drapery & Haberdashery

81 THE ESPLANADE,
MOOLOOLABA, 4557

PHONE
(071) 44 1220

43 EMILY ST., SEYMOUR, 3660

For All Your New & Used Cars
Call In & See Our Wide Range For Service & Spares
At Low Costs

Easy Finance Available at Low Interest Rates,
* No Deal to BIG No Deal to SMALL *

Phone: (057) 922 266 A/H (057) 821 737

BRUNSWICK STREET SERVICE CENTRE

Mobil

Cnr Brunswick and Heal Streets,
New Farm, 4005

PHONE: (07) 358 1571
* ALL MOBIL PETROLS, QILS &
PRODUCTS, % Mechanical Repairs, Lubes and
all Accessories
* Sales & Installation of Turbo Chargers for:
% Street Driven, Competition or Marine Vehicles

rr DANIELLE I\'

His and Hers
Hairdressing

HAIR CARE CENTRE
FOR MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN

Army Personnel & Their Families — Welcome

Telephone 605 1242

_\‘ Trafalgar St., Glenfield, 2167j

Support DON PEOPLES Proprietor of .

BIGGERA CAKE SHOP
Hollywell Rd., Biggera Waters, 4215

Delicious Cakes, Pies, Bread Rolls
and Bread
Special Occasion Cakes

PHONE
(075) 37 1929

OPEN 7 DAYS

Cnr. Burwood Rd.
& Lakemba St.,
Belmore, 2192

® Elsctronic ® All Mechanical
Balancing- Reapairs
Alignmant
& Tuning |
BANKCARD % 59.0280

 Ful Range ot RYELCOME 0l 750-6343
Steel Chromes

DAVRON PANEL WORKS
65 GRICE STREET, CLONTARF 4019

All Classes of Panel Beating and Spray
Fainting, Insurance Work, alsc All Types
of Mechanical Repairs Carried Qut on
the Premises.

Open 8am - 5pm Mon - Fri

Enquiries . .

Telephone: (07) 284 3645

COLONEL Sydney Richardson BIRCH OBE (RL)
2 September 1914 - 30 January 1983

We announce with deep regret the death of Colonel
Sydney Birch on 30 January 1983,

A long serving member of the Corps from 1941 to 1966
during its AASC and RAASC days, Colone! Birch’s career
spanned many areas of Army activity, His military career
commenced in June 1939 as an H/L.t AAMC (Pharmaceutical
Service) following his qualification as a pharmacist. He trans-
ferred to AASC in January 1941 and in February 41, as a
reinforcement AASC officer, joined 9 Div AASC where he
then saw service in the Middle East and Tobruk. In this
theatre he was closely associated with a renowned AASC
officer Colonel (“Dadda™) Watson. (See PAR ONERI Vol 1
Nos 2 and 4, Pages 41 and 17 respectively).

He moved through a series of promotions in the AIF,
Interim Army and the ARA. Prior to joining the Supplies
and Transport Directorate “Q” Branch Land Headquarters
in May 45, he was an instructor at the T.HQ AASC School
from October 44 to May 45. Within the Directorate he filied
various appointments including DAD Sups, Inspector Admin
& Trg until he attended Staff College in 1949 when he was
awarded his “psc”.

Following Staff College he was DAAG and DADST at
AHQ but in July 50 was seconded for a year to the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Agriculture for duty with the Food
Research Sub Committee of the Defence Research Develop-
ment Committee. His pharmaceutical training was of great
value in this appointment and his work in developing Com-
monwealth Food Specifications was outstanding,.

A non-Corps posting followed when he became GSO.1
(Int) DMI AHQ until February 54. He was then ADST DST
AHQ for a few months as a preliminary to being appointed
E Comd Tps RAASC at Randwick, From here in February
57 he became CO/CI RAASC School until January 61.

He returned to the Directorate for a year until appointed
CRASC S Comd in December 62. He remained in this
appointment until September 64 and for his sterling work
was honoured with his OBE. Although due to retire, he was
extended for two years to be Comd 1 Spt Gp § Comd in the
rank of Colonel and in which rank he retired on 2 September
66.

Obituaries

Throughout his military career Col Birch was renowned
for his application to the job and overall contsibution he
made to the Corps. He enjoyed his tennis and squash, and his
mess. In between he read. One of the things for which he
was most thankful was a typewriter — it made things easier
for people to read his handwriting, plus the numerous occas-
ions when he couldn’t read it himself.

Retirement from the Army for Col Birch did not mean
standing still. From a panel of very competitive applicants he
was selected in 1966 to be the Administrator of the National
Trust of Australia (Victoria). He again applied himself with
zeal and vigour to so many matters which had a beating on
the preservation of the heritage of his home State of Victoria
until December 81 when ill-health forced him to retire. Even
then he continued “putting in his pennyworth” on a part-time
basis with the National Trust until Old Father Time called
“Time out Syd, and thank you for a job well done”.

Colonel Birch is survived by his wife, son John, daughter
Jane and four grandchildren, and to them we extend our
sincerest condolences,

VALE — Colonel Syd Birch

VALE

It is with sincere regret that we announce the deaths of
the following serving and retired members of our Corps.

Serving
179485 Private A.W. Blacka
Albury Transport Unit

416414 Private T.J. Toth (ARes)
&th Transport Squadron
Retired

54116 Warrant Officer R, Thomas
Retired, 19th January 1979

2411998 Corporal K. Taylor BEM
Retired, Ist February 1982

Our deepest sympathy goes to all their relatives and friends.

~ HONOURS AND
AWARDS

Congratulations to 29356 SSgt Lionel Bowen of Singleton
Transport Unit on the award of the British Empire Medal,
awarded in the 1983 New Year Honours List. S5¢gt Bowen
received the award for meritorious service as QMS of Single-
ton Transport Unit.

45



framn

(NEWCASTLE) PTY. LTD.

8 UNION STREET, WICKHAM
61 4950

PHONE: 61 1759
IMPORTED TRUCK SPARES

Newcastle's largest stockists of transmissions
and differentials, gears, driveline parts and
Hendrickson suspension spares to suit
English, American or Australian built vehicles.

Specialised Rebuilding Service on
Transmission and Differentials

Driveline Rebuilding and Balancing on
the Latest Germans Schenk Machine

Distributors for . . .

REPCO SPICER (RUST)
DANA SPICER (USA)

Ll

@ auto city
<

YRE & WHEEL
THE TYRE SPECIALISTS

* All Leading Brands

New & Retreads

* Wheel Aligning

* On Vehicle Balancing For Cars & Trucks

PHONE: (02) 624 7545

UNIT 4, 116 STATION RD.,
SEVEN HILLS 2147

Compliments of

Best Wishes to all from

EMPIRE HOTEL

{Brian & Doreen Thackwell, Mine Hosts)

334 RUTHVEN ST., TOOWOOMBA 4350
¢ lcy Cold Beer on Tap ¢ Good Range of
Wines and Spirits ® Counter Lunches Daily
* Accommodation at Reasonable Rates

Telephone:
(076) 32 3187

%\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ AR AR R

For All Coach Cut Off Coupon And Mail

Travel FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
8 BNE — SYD from COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING

DETAILS AND FORWARD TO:
$25.00 V.LP. TRAVEL
(AUSTRALIA) PTY, LIMITED

SUITE 516/5th FLOOR,
155-156 ADELAIDE STREET,
BRISBANE, 4000 QLD. AUST.

SYD — MEL from
$25.00
MEL — ADEL from

A e A
SRy
\ ,--.-r': e
' T
POST TO P.O. BOX 190,
MORNINGSIDE 4170,
QLD. AUST.

Or Phone Doug on (07) 399 7070
TRAVEL FIND US IN THE YELLOW PAGES

Diesel Parts and Service
Pty. Ltd.

1086 Kingsford Smith Drive,
Eagle Farm, Brisbane, 4007
Telex: AA 42366

PHONE: (07) 268 1062

* The source for dependable, prompt
service of quality replacement parts to suit all
makes of General Motors Detroit Diesel
Engines.

* Australian Distributor of Motortex
replacement cylinder heads to suit Alco and
E.N.D. Diesel Engines.

# Used by major railroads, defense, electricity
commission and other organisations.

GREEK
Community Centre

Five convention rooms for 20 to 1200 —
Public Address System — Air-Conditioned
Bistro — Full Catering Facilities, Cocktail

Bar and Licensed Restaurant for
Members & Guests —
A Recommended Service

29 to 31 Edmonstone St.,
South Brisbane, 4001
For Information
Telephone:

07) 44 1166

News From 1MD
Queensland Corps
Birthday

Celebrations 1982

Due to exercise commitments it was unfortunate that no
parades were held in Queensland this year. However the
birthday was celebrated with functions in Brisbane, Rock-
hampton and Townsville.

In South Queensland the birthday was celebrated with an
All Ranks Cabaret conducted at the Cloudland Ballroom in
Brisbane on 28th May 1982, It was attended by more than
550 retired and serving members and their guests,

The birthday cake was paraded around the ballroom on a
restored, vintage 1870 cart, preceded by the Wynnum RSL
Pipe Band, escorted by RACT soldiers and members of the
Ist Moreton Bay Regiment in colourful period Regimental
uniform. At the completion of the parading of the cake, the
Ist Moreton Bay Regiment gave a stirring display of firing
volleys followed by a good old fashioned charge. The Guest
of Honour, Colonel T.A, Hallett, the Colonel Commandant
1 MD, assisted by PTE Hoyle from Brisbane Transport Unit,
then cut the Birthday Cake.

The night was a great success and seemed to be enjoyed
by all, young and old alike.

RACT members within North Queensland celebrated the
birthday on the 19th June with an All Ranks Cabaret held at
the North Queensland Army Golf Club. Club members kind-
ly offered the facilities of the club and provided professional
assistance.

Colonel J.A. Hallett was also the guest of honour at this
function and attended along with 250 other RACT members
and their wives and guests. From all reports everyone thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves and it was a most successful ever-
ing.
To the strains of “Wait for the Wagon” played by a lone
piper of 2/4 RAR Pipes and Drums, Colonel Hallett, assisted
by the youngest male soldier of Townsville Transport Unit,
cut the Corps Birthday Cake. The cake was subsequently
donated to a local childrens’ charity organisation.

PTE Julie Hodges of Townsville Transport Unit won the
major door prize, a holiday for two at Magnetic Island with
most expenses included.

In Rockhampton the birthday was celebrated with a semi-
formal dinner for all RACT members, members of the DSU
and 9 Field Ambulance. Several noted guests were invited
and these included Colonel Hallett and Senator Collard. The
dinner was a great success and once again there was a 100
per cent turn out from both units. 1t is hoped that this will
become an annual event.

Maielding (e Mirelaiiy cal e al (e Ol llm'.'rm:l_m. Flap Bewert; LECPL T Stegree, 0 AL
Camt Pl Pug [ Elwalcern and e ¥, Rivvew af Coptimred Tramspent Lnie Pre P K o amed
Pig FoBvk af Srisband Frogoios L

Above: st Moreton Bay Regiment firing
voffays ai  the South Queensland
Cefebrations.

Left:  The  Representative  Colonef
Commandant and Colonel Commandant
IMD, Colonel J.H, Hollett, cuts the
Birthday Cake with assistance from Pte
Huoyie fronr Brishane Transport Unir.
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GOLD COAST
CELLARS

For All Your Local, Interstate
* Beers % Wines * Spirits

PH: 34 5793

476 Gold Coast Highway, Tugun, 4224

Specialists in Fine Australian & Impaorted Wines

; RAILWAY HOTEL

Mine Hosts:
ROSLYN & RUSSEL DERN

* First class accommodation available at
moderate tariffs
* Cold ale on tap
4% Don't forget your home supplies
* Counter lunches & teas available daily

123 OAK ST., BARCALDINE, 4725
Telephone: Barcaldine 18

)
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Always a warm welcome at the

SWAN HOTEL

hiln

=

—

—

= Licencee: Phil & Clare Allen
|}

E lcy cold beer on tap XXXX and Carlton, good
1|

range of wines and spirits, accommodation at
reasonable rates, counter lunches Mon - Fri

ROCKHAMPTON
TELEPHONE: (079) 2 1865

HHHIHIEnnmHnnnHininimmnre
,

BETTER BRAKES

AUTO SERVICE CENTRE

The ONE STOP Service Centre for:

* Brakes * Clutches * Shocks ¢ Cooling and Exhaust
Systems ® Steering & Front End * Wheel Alignment &
Balancing * Electronic Engine Tune e Grease & Oil
Changes. Complete specialist brake & clutch service for
all makes of cars and trucks. Ask about our written
Warranty on brake repairs. Full spare parts & trade
service facilities. Quality Hardie Ferodo brake linings &
disc pads

PHONE (075) 32 2466
58 Nind Street, Southport, 4215
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Always a warm welcome at the

KALAMIA HOTEL

Visit FRANK SEXTON'S Drive-In Bottle
Department for the Best of Everything

Telephone:
(077) 83 1259

50 QUEEN ST., AYR, QLD 4807

Space kindly sponsored by the

WARRA HOTEL
Warra, Qid 4411

Icy Cold Beer on tap also XXXX Light on tap
— Complete range of Wines and Spirits

Phone: (074) 68 1203
Call and see Ock at the Warra Hotel

P
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Always a warm
welcome at the

HIDES
Hotel/Motel

Licensees: Brian & Franca Forde
® |cy cold beer on tap * Excellent accommodation at
reasonable rates ® Bistro lunches daily * Good range
of wines and spirits

Phone: (070) 51 1266
87 Lake Street, Cairns, Qld 4870

T

For the best in
RADIO/CASSETTES & CASSETTES

Craig Road Rated Car Stereo systems rate amongst
the world's best. Every model has been designed to
include the maximum number of distinctive features to
satisfy the most discerning buyer of quality car
sound. The Craig range of car stereos not only
produce excellent sound but also enhance the
appearance of a car and are designed for simple
operation. And we also stock Voxson range of car
stereo.

Available From

DARWIN AUDIO CENTRE
Shop 2, 14 knuckey Street,
G.P.O. Box 1513, Darwin 5790
Ph: 81 5477  Telex: 85150

General

At a meeting held on 30 Sep 76 the Corps Committee
gave approval for the establishment and operation of a Corps
Shop for the sale of items carrying RACT embellishments to
all ranks of the Corps. Your Corps Shop is located at the
Army School of Transport which operates the shop on be-
half of the Corps Committee.

The shop has a wide range of items available and offers
not only items embellished with Corps designs but also a
small range of non-embellished lines (eg KT 26 runners),
The policy of the shop is to offer quality lines at prices sub-
stantially below normal retail prices. (Our K26 runners, for
example, are Dunlop’s top of the range running shoe. The
recommended retail price for these is $39.99. A recent K-
Mart price (Nov 82) was $35.93. Your Corps shop’s price is
$27 85.

AST Motif

Shown above is the new motif for the Army School of
Transport which is now featured on a number of our lines.
Its multi-modal significance is obvious and its positive —
negative presentation is attractive and highly regarded. It is
proving very popular with school and non school members.

It is worth mentioning at this point that no matter what
your posting, the Army School of Transport always remains
your Corps School. ltems embellished with the AST Motif
sell well to Corps members not posted to the school but
some seemn a little guilty purchasing items they perceive as
belonging to ‘another unit’. This is not so; your patronage
is highly welcome.

Clothing Lines

The shop’s clothing range is popular with Corps members
right around Australia and includes T shirts, windcheaters,
squash shirts and tracksuits.

The new generation tracksuit is attractive and in demand.
They are fleecy-lined grey marle with either navy or maroon
trim. The jacket features raglan sleeves with colour striping,
a French collar and ‘RACT’ in flocked lettering vertically
down the left chest (this leaves plenty of space on the right
chest for unit or Corps badges). The tracksuil is a top quality,
Australian made garment from the Le Coq Sportif organizat-
ion and we are pleased to be able to offer the tracksuit at
only $39.95. This price is essentially the manufacturer’s price
and the shop gains only a small, negotiated discount from the
supplier. By way of comparison another top brand name
markets an Asian made tracksuit of similar design for around
$30.

The shop also arranges the manufacture and printing of
garments for other units and organizations. The shop offers
this as a service and has already produced several hundred
T shirts for other units. We also have orders for windcheaters
(short and long sleeve) for the coming winter. Top prices
have been negotiated with suppliers. As an example we are
able to provide T shirts printed with a unit design for about
$4.50 per T shirt (single colour print, minimum order 48
garments). If we are able to help vour unit please contact
us and discuss your requirements.

THE RACT CORPS SHOP
A FEW WORDS BY CAPT DON KEYES

Stable Belts

I am happy to re; ort a stable belt featuring our own
RACT badge is now in preduction in the UK. Except for the
badge the belt is similar in all respects to the previous belt.
Production should be ¢completed by the end of March or the
beginning of April and the belts should be available in Aust-
ralia sometime in May. Please note that our stocks of RCT
belts have now been depleted. The availability gap is unfor-
funate tut was necessary so that we could accumulate
sufficient money to pay for the large, initial order of our
own belts. The price of the new belt will obviously depend
on the total costs involved but is expected to remain around
$10.

Credit Purchasing

Regrettably, the credit purchasing arrangements which
previously existed have had to be curtailed. In future, orders
will be forwarded after payment has been received. All
requests for stock in advance of payment {eg a plague re-
quired urgently for a presentation) should be directed to
the shop manager.

Conclusion

In conclusion [ would simply like to say that your support
of the shop since 1976 has been greatly appreciated by all
those associated and we look forward te vour continued
support in the coming year.

Shown below is a current price list for items now available
through your Corps Shop.

Price List
Windcheaters (RACT/AST design) 1599
Tracksuits 3995
T shirts 5.99
Tank Tops 4 .99
Squash Shirt with collar 8.99
Squash Shirt without collar 7.99
Canvas Cricket Hats (‘Greg Chappell’) 7.95
Corps Ties 5.00
Cuftlink & Tie Tac sets 7.95
Key Rings 4.00
Key Wallets 3.50
Wallets 4.50
Souvenir Teaspoon 4.00
RACT Badges (round) 3.00
RACT Badges (hat badge size) 1.50
Dunlop KT26 Runners 27 .85
Dunlop KT Walkers (winter and summer) from 22.00
BMX Pancakes 12.00
RACT Coasters (series three) 1295
AST Coasters 11.95
Plaque (RACT) 1890
Plague (AST) 19.90
Engraved Metal Plates 3.00

Desk Plate and Stand
(Inscribed with rank, name and corps) 15.00
Embossed Note Paper
per 10 sheets 2.00
Post cards
per 10 cards 2.00
Clothing etc with unit designs P.OA.

Note: Telephone orders are acceptable (057 93 7495)
(DNATS 8567495)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

May I, as the British Exchange Officer at AST be permit-
ted to make an observation on a matter that [ feel, as an
‘Observer’, most strongly about,

You will shortly be cetebrating the 10th anniversary of the
RACT and whatever one’s length of service or experience
the opportunity will be taken both formally and informally
to recount past stories and incidents that produce the life
blood we soldiers thrive on.

But while many ‘old soldiers’ reminisce about the past,
it is worth considering the future of your Corps and more
particularly the driver, the professional whose daily activit-
ies demonstrate the reality of your status as a Corps of
Transport. '

Do you really consider that continuing to ¢all him ‘Private’
gives suificient credibility to his professionalism or the wide
span of his responsibilities? 1 consider that you, as a Corps
whose legacy covers sone 189 years, are fully justified in
expecting your soldiers to hear a rank appropriate to their
long association with transport and one which represents
the RACT’s primary function. The rank of ‘Driver” should
replace that of ‘Private’ for RACT soldiers,

| believe that the gunner, the sapper or the craftsman
relates far more readily to his Corps because of the instant
recognition that his rank gives him. This applies throughout
any unit and the gunner, storeman. ot clerk, is just as much
a gunner as the member of a gun crew: so too with the air
dispatcher, terminal operator, traffic assistant and all others
in the RACT.

[ your Esprit de Corps is not just a shallow feeling, which
I am convinced is not the case, then may 1 ask you very
seriously to consider making your 10th anniversary a double
celebration and the year the "Driver’ came of age.

MAJ J.C. Hale, RCT
SI, MT WING
Army School of Transport

Objective comment would be appreciated please ED

Dear Sir,

‘PAR ONERI'. our Corps magazine. fulfils a need for
disseminating interesting topical information to all ranks,
Articles are usually both short and current. General readers
do not want to read long dissertations and ‘PAR ONERF
must, by its nature, avoid them.

‘the ‘Defence Force Journal’ concentrates on articles of
interest to the Services as a whole,

We are fortunate in having many progressive thinkers in
the RACT and their proposals or philosphies can benefit
each of us. Unfortunately neither ‘PAR ONERI’ nor the
‘Defence Force Journal® is likely to publish all their thoughts
because of either length or special-interest nature. To provide
a forum for otherwise unpublishable material, the School
now produces “The Puckapunyal Papers’.

The Corps Committee has agreed with this concept. The
guidelines are few, ‘The Puckapunyal Papers’ forum is open
to any ARA or ARES officer who wishes to write about any
matter affecting the RACT directly or indirectly. There is no
editorial interference regarding length, English or format.
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Only libel is exciuded. Anonymous contributions are not
accepted, nor are pseudonyms. Any contributor must be
prepared to defend his or her viewpoint and should be pleas-
ed to doso.

There is no deadline. If no contributions are received then
no pleas from me will be sent. “The Puckapunyal Papers’
are published conly when contributions are received and it
therefore appears irregularly. The first issue was in July
1982, and the second in November. -

Time and money preclude sending a copy to each officer.
Distribution is to units for circulation within the unit as the
CO/QC thinks fit. Authors receive a personal copy.

Diagrams or charts should be suitable for reproduction ‘as
is.” I prefer that the article itself be typed, single spaced, for
immediate reproduction because typing facilities here are
always strained.

Copyright remains with the author.

Should officers feel moved to contribute their otherwise
unpublishable ideas, thoughts or philosophies for the benefit
of others then their articles should be sent direct to me,
although I suggest it would be sensible to let their CO/OC
know first.

Progress within the Corps is not the sole prerogative of
the Directorate, the School, or the nameless “Them’, Progress
results from discussion and the free interchange of ideas.
‘The Puckapunyal Papers’ provides officers with a forum
which [ trust they will use.

LTCOL W.L. FOWLES, RACT
co/ct
Army School of Transport

Dear Sir,

After reading the article by Captain Gregor on the edu-
cative aspects of an RACT Officer’s career (Par Oneri No 6
September 1982), I was astounded to learn that the author is
a graduate from OCS Scheyville. The discussion assembled by
Captain Gregor was specifically limited to GSO graduates of
0OCS Portsea and RMC Duntroon. It therefore excludes
officers who are graduates of OCS Scheyville and WRAAC
OCS, direct entry officers and prescribed service officers,

I have not conducted detailed analysis of the proportion
of RACT officers who belong to this minority group, but
believe it would be significant in terms of their training
requirements, For example, one third of the 1982 RACT
ROAC were not graduates of either RMC or OCS Portsea.

Should DTPT-A take cognizance of the interesting,
though slavish, recommendations made in the article, I trust
that non OCS/RMC graduates will not be so arrogantly dis-
regarded.

CAPT S. WINTERS, RACT
18 TPT SON

As SO1 Pers/Trg I can assure all officers that they are con-
sidered as officers, not graduates, Captain Gregor graduated
from OCS Portsea in June 1983, Reference to Scheyville in
PAR ONERI No.6 was my error,

ED

Letters to the Ed
(continued)

Dear Sir,

Having read ‘PAR ONERI’ No 6, I have found it to be
most disappointing, in that the content to me, appeared to
be uninformative towards the activities pertaining to all
members of the Corps.

My preseni posting is as an Army Careers Advisor, and |
find it hard to keep in touch with the Corps and therefore
[ look forward to the editions of ‘PAR ONERI’, to inform
me of happenings within the Corps. | am sure the TPT
SON's and the Army School of Transport have a lot of
things going on, that would be of interest to readers. I am
aware that people such as myselt are only too willing to
write letters such as this, to criticise ‘PAR ONERI’. In the
not too distant future [ hope to be able to write an article
concerning my present employment which may interest
some readers into this type of employment.

I also find it uninformative in that approximately 20
pages out ol the 48 in issue No 6, were taken up with adver-
tisements.

SGT R.A. BRERETON, RACT
Army Careers Information Centre

I hope this edition will go some way fowards letiing you

know what is going on in the Corps. As for the advertise-
ments — they enable us to provide a free magazine. We

look forward to your article . ED
o M.R.H.
-
Builders
cand Plumbers’
-
supplies

Dunn Street,
Biloela, 4715

Quality builders and supplies of quality
building products. Ready mixed
concrete available. Agent for:

Stramit Modular Homes

Greetings from

Telephone
(079) 92 2453

Because of the increasing
number of truckies using the
Trucksiop, weve extended the
tricck parking avea to provide
ancther 20 parking spaces on
hard standing.

Next time you call in, you
might meet our new
restawrant manager, Mary
Barnett, She's keen I
mantain the high standards
that keep you all coming back,

News from Truckstops of
Australia is that we've just
celebrated our first birthday,
and we'dlike to thank youall  so she'd be happy i have your

{for your custom and support,
and for the suggestions
you've made to help us give
you the service you want,
Keep them coming.

COPMERNLS,

If Mary’s not around, vou'll
probably see our new night
anqgenhLz'nda Bunn, busy

eeping things moving.

Giad to see su many of you P # g
at our country music and
“Grand Birthday Giveaway™
II night to celebrate our birthday.

We now have a load broker
operating from Truckstops al
Campbellfield, All Poinls
Transport Services Pty Lid.
Phone 305 3231 and talk to
Ken Bausch, affectionately
known to truckies throughout
Australia as “The Bear".

Winners of a tolal of $3000
worth of prizes were

] Gladman, | A, Smith,

D Hodgson and many others
won spot prizes on the night.

P A

TRUCKSTOPS OF AUSTRALIA

Hume Highway Campbelifield Victoria 305 3351

K E W R L
PEACH GARDEN RESTAURANT '
B.Y.0. LICENCE |
e Catering for Parties
® Specially Prepared Dished For Individual Tastes I
* Fully Air-Conditioned » Take-Away Service |
SEYMOUR 92 2506 5 K
| 10 EMILY ST. (HUME HWY.) SEYMOUR |

RAILWAY

3

: Club Hotel !
3 28 STATION ST., SEYMOUR 3660 3
Try our Specially Prepared Chinese and Australian
Counter Lunches and Teas

& Days A Week 12-2, 5.30pm-8pm (Chinese not
available lunch Mon.) Alsc keep an eye open for
aur next entertainment night — don't miss it. So

PP PP P A

rattle along to the Railway DO

.3 Phone: (057) 92 1827 ,

Major’s Sports Centre
Sporting Goods, Clothing & Footwear, &a
Fishing, Shooting, Bicycles
incl. BMX Toys

Props: Norma & Peter Major
Bendigo 46 8263

32 High St., Eaglehawk, 3556
10% Discount on presentation of this add
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Promotional £ditorial

TAXATION ... one of the Certainties of Life
by: Barry R. Hancock

There are two certainties of life . . . Death and Taxes. |n this
article, we will briefly address the latter as it applies to Defence
Forces personnel.

The Income Tax Act requires all resident individuals, whose
total income from all sources exceeds the minimum income
level, {generally $4,462 in 1982/83), to lodge an Income Tax
Return.

The return must show all income, whether assessable or ex-
empt, and detail those deductions claimed in earning that in-
come. These requirements apply equally to all members of the
Defence Forces as they do to civilians.

However, due to the nature of Defence Forces personrel ac-
tivities, they receive certain income and allowances, and are en-
titled to claim certain deductuons which do not apply to civilians.

Generally, all pay and allowances received are assessable in-
come with certain exceptions, such as separation allowances,
re-engagement bounties, and pay and allowances earned whilst
on special service overseas in certain prescribed areas.

Specific deductions which may be available include: mess
fees, living-away from home — to reduce the assessable por-
tion of any allowances received to $2 per week -- uniform
maintenance, dry cleaning and replacement.

Any maintenance allowances received which are not included
in gross income on the group certificate, must be deducted
from the expenses claimed.

Unless an Income Tax Return is correctly worded and sup-
ported by receipts, any claim in respect of uniform maintenance
and replacement will be reduced to a minima! amount. If a claim
is reduced and supporting evidence of expenditure is held, an
appropriately worded objection should result in the claim being
allowed.

The importance of obtaining receipts for all items of expen-
diture in support of claims for deductions cannot be stressed
too strongly.

Additionally, if a serviceman spends more than 182 days in
specific remote areas of Australia, he may be entitled to ¢laim a
rebate of tax paid (zone rebate).

Similarly, if he rents his home whilst on a posting, the rent
received must be declared as assessable income. However, he
will be entitled to claim certain deductions, for example, mort-
gage interest, depreciation, and rates and taxes to offset this in-
come.

It cannot be overly stressed that income tax is a complex and
ever changing area and most servicemen would be wise to seek
professional assistance in the preparation of ther Income Tax
Returns. There are many people who profess to be able to pro-
vide this assistance, but lack the rescurces to keep themselves
abreast of the changes in the legislation. Well gualified profes-
sionals are able to assist in the preparation of Income Tax
Returns, and in the organisation of an individual's financial affairs
to minimise the burden of taxation.

Barry Hancock is the Managing Partner of Arthur Young &
Company’s Ingleburn and Liverpool offices.

DAQ.

ARTHUR YOUNG

A MEMBER OF ARTHUR YOUNG INTERNATIONAL
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For All Your Typesetting
Display Advertising & Creative Artwork Requirements

Contact

DISPLAY TYPESETTING

35 Willis Street, Hampton 3188

(03) 598 9555

FAIRBRIDGE MOTORS Pty. Ltd.
Wheel Aligning And Balancing
On All Vehicles Including Small Trucks
All Mechanical Repairs On All Current
Models Including Trucks, A Speciality
" R.A.C.V. Depot, Towing 24Hrs 7 Days A Week

Ph: (057) 922 344 Prop Bob Fairbridge
43 EMILY ST., SEYMOUR, 3660

@ @D e BB O DE B B

1@swnﬂoun EXHAUST and RADIATOR CENTRE

80A Emily St., Seymour, 3660
Sales and Service Specialisis

Special Rates to Army Personneldentification to be shown
Specializing in Sports Systems, Standard Systems, Pipe
Bending and Repairs on all exhausts. Radiator Changeover
and Repairs
All Work Fully Guaranteed Bankcard Welcome
Mon to Fri and Sat Mornings So Phone
(057) 922 980 For Expert Advice, Sales & Service
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SEYMOUR .
Panel Beating, Spray Painting,
Windscreens Fitted, Insurance Work

PHONE (057) 92 1540
Hume Hwy., Seymour, 3660

TOOBORAC HOTEL If your looking —

For that intimate, lriendly and warm atmosphere

Then head for the Tooborac pub.
We have lunches and teas 6 days a week
Dining Reom and Function Facilities
A warm welcome and cold beer is wailing for vou at the Tooborac Hotel

Phone: {054) 33 5201

NORTHERNWAY ROADHOUSE
Seymour (057) 92 1670

HUME HIGHWAY, SEYMOUR, 3660
(20 EMILY ST.)

 Open to Midnight, 7 days a week

* Air Conditioned

# A La Carte & Take Away

# Buses & Parties Catered For -

* Bankcard, & Shell Card Welcome

There 1s a philosophy on which
all Tsuzu trucks are built.

Reliability is everything.

You can'’t run a reliable business
without a reliabie truck. That’s why
Isuzu trucks are designed and built the
way they are. 'To keep your business
on the road more of the time.

For over 40 years Isuzu has
developed diesel-engined trucks that

Bosthiers aliiestated s e sLnudand

Reliability. To Isuzu owners
ItS an everyday thing.

have achieved amazing levels of
economy and performance. Features
such as swirl inlet ports, chromed
cylinder bores and direct fuel injection
have kept [suzu in the forefront of
diesel development.

Everyday Isuzu reliability
covers all weight categories through
16 models, from 2 tonne nominal
payload to 38 tonne GCM.

MUCANN DAL Zlss



The Optimum Solution
to Military Drive Problems

Facts about spares and service

Deutz modular construction, with individual
heads and barrels, plus ever 75% parts inter-
changeability between engincs within the
family, means lower inventories. And -
wherever your plant is operating, Deutz ser-
vice is always close at hand — worldwide.

The heavy duty myth

Deutz know a tittle more than most people
about engine design. Over one hundred years
of experience and over a 1000 strong Re-
scarch and Development team working at the
most up Lo date engine test facilities in Europe
and North America are your guarantee of
Deutz quality. When Deutz say heavy duty,
that's exactly what vou get, whether it's 3 or

More facts

Deutz is the world's largest manufacturer of
air-cooled diesels. The range covers 3 to
525hp, from 1 to 12 eylinders. ana their clean
burning and low emission exhaust gases can
be your pollution solution. Get to know all the
advantages of Deutz air-cooling by contacting
our Melbourne office.

The overheating myth

Deutz air cooled diesels are used world wide.
Deutz powered gen sets, commercial vehicles,
construction equipment, irrigation pumps and
forklift trucks are unaffected by climatic con-
ditions, no matter how extreme.

525hp.
DEUTZ AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
SUBSIDIARY OF KLOECKNER - HUMBOLDT - DEUTZ A.G. COLOGNE, WEST GERMANY
DEUTZ REGISTERED OFFICE: COCHRANES ROAD, TELEPHONES: MELBCURNE: (03) 555 7688

MOQORABBIN, 3189 SPARES PARTS CRDER:
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA (03) B55 7523, (03) 565 7723




